Modern Dime Size Silver Coins of the World

CHINA

======================================================================
CHINA,Empire and Republic
======================================================================
China Mints striking Modern Silver Dime Size Coins
======================================================================
MINT (1)

======================================================================

Provinces of China

PROVINCE (2) REFERENCE (3)

ANKING

ANHWEI

CANTON

Y-42

KWANGTUNG

Y-195, Y-200, Y-422, Y-425

CHANGSHA HUNAN

Y-115

CHANGTU

Y-235, Y-240, Y-453

SZECHUAN

FOOCHOW FUKIEN
HANGCHOW CHEHKIANG

Y-103, Y-326, Y-339, Y-380,
Y-382, Y-388, Y-390
Y-52, Y-371

KIRIN

KIRIN (4)

Y-180, Y-180A, Y-180C

MUKDEN

FENGTIEN (4)

Y-84, Y-209

NANKING

KIANGNAN (5)

Y-142, Y-142A, Y-146

NANNING

KWANGSI

Y-414 (6)

TAIPEH

TAIWAN

Y-247

TIENTSIN (7) CHIHLI (HOPEI)
WUCHANG

HUPEH

YUNNANFU YUNNAN

Y-12, Y-28, Y-62, Y-70,
Y-334
Y-124, Y-129
Y-255

(1) Mints which struck the 10 cents size only.
(2) Other provinces: Shantung, Kweichow, Shansi,
Shensi and Kansu.
(3) Modern World Coins, 11 Edition, R.S.Yeoman
(4) Manchuria, know as the Three Eastern Provinces:
Fengtien, Kirin and Heilungkiang (Since 1928 Jehol
was made a fourth Province).
(5) A Region consisting of Kiangsu, Anhwei, Kiangsi.
(6) Also Kweilin, Wuchow
(7) Peiyang Arsenal
FOOTNOTE: The Empire and Republic series of 10 cents dime
size silver coins of China are arranged first in mint city and then
in chronological order.

======================================================================
FOOTNOTE: Since the middle of the thirteenth century China was
twice conquered by the foreigner; the Mongols in 1260 and the
Manchus in 1644. The Manchus gave a stability and permanence
to the government. The head of the state was the Emperor, the
Sovereign by Divine right, the Son of Heaven. He was the Father
of the Nation. Succession passed in the male line to the Emperor’s
ablest rather than oldest son, not excluding the offspring of concubines. If there was no direct heir, succession passed to a lateral
branch of the family in the younger generation. The new Emperor
could thus by adoption perform the ancestral rites to the departed
sovereign. The territory of the Manchu Emperor included the eighteen provinces of China proper and the four great dependencies;
Mongolia, Manchuria (with privileged status as the homeland of the
Dynasty), Tibet from 1700 and Sinkiang after 1789. Beyond the
dependencies were the vassal states informally recognizing the
overlordship of the Middle Kingdom. This was based upon the
payment of tribute which during China's history came from Arabia,
Malabar, Ceylon, Eastern India, Indo-China, Loochoo, Sulu and
Korea.

Arms of Chinese Empire
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======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, AN-HWEI PROVINCE
ANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1897)

nd

======================================================================

250,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin), 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Anhwei Province) above / ‚ left and ‚
right / 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, AN-HWEI PROVINCE above / ‚ left and
‚ right / 7.2 CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: AN-HWEI = ANKING
TYPE: I = No date
REFERENCE: Y-42, K-51
FOOTNOTE: In 1861 Emperor Hsien-Feng died in Jehol. His wife
later to be known as the Eastern Empress had no son; but his
concubine Yehonala who became known as the Western Empress or Empress Dowager Tz’u-Hsi, had one son named TsaiCh’un. This child at age five became Heir Apparent in accordance
to his father’s last will. A Regency was set up composed of his
father's trusted clansmen headed by Su-Shun and seven others.
The eight Regents were to obtain the consent of the Eastern and
Western Expresses. This will was later condemned as a forgery.
When Emperor T’ung-Chih grew older, he came to realize the wrongdoings of his own mother and began to side with the Eastern
Empress. When he approached a marriageable age, the Eastern
Empress recommended a girl near his own age, she was eighteen, while his mother the Western Empress selected a girl then
only thirteen as the bride, so she could continue her control through
the young Queen. Both felt very strong in their recommendations
and finally the young Emperor was allowed to make his choice. He
selected the eighteen-year-old girl who became Queen in 1872,
while the other young girl was made his concubine of the First
Rank. The following year Emperor T’ung-Chih was allowed to rule
without the Regency. When Emperor T’ung-Chih had just reached
the legal age to govern by himself, he died in 1874 and left no heir,
and had no brother. Empress Dowager Tz’u-Hsi selected the son
of Prince I-Huan, then only three years old to succeed to the
throne. He was the son of the youngest sister of Empress Dowager Tz’u-Hsi and became known as Emperor Kuang-Hsu. By controlling this decision, the two Dowager Expresses managed to
retain power over China's affairs. In 1881 the Eastern Empress
died, poisoned by Tz’u-Hsi, allowing her to dominate the affairs of
the Ch’ing Dynasty. During this whole period the Manchu Emperors
were no more than figurheads. The real power of the Chinese
Government was actually held by the Empress and a few eunuchs. This predicted the downfall of the Ch’ing Dynasty. Emperor
Kuang-Hsu was married in 1889. In 1898 acting on the advice of
a number of young scholars whom he had summoned to his side,
the Emperor proclaimed a large number of reforms, but so numerous and so sweeping were they that the Empress Dowager became alarmed, deposed the Emperor, revoked his edicts, and condemned the young reformers to death. Six of them were beheaded,
but many escaped. New Interrnational Encyclopedia, 1910.
FOOTNOTE; Quick reference for Chinese numbers.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9 10

Emperor Kuang Hsu
======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, AN-HWEI PROVINCE
ANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.4 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1898) 24th Year

500,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin) 8 Chinese
characters (24th year of Kuang Hsu) above / 6 Chinese
characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, AN-HWEI PROVINCE above / 7.2
CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: AN-HWEI = ANKING
TYPE: II = Dated 24th Year, no initials, no rosettes.
REFERENCE: Y-42.1, K-60
FOOTNOTE: Ngan-hwei (pronuncation - on whay) = An-hwei meaning “Peace glory”, capital of the Province of the same name is
situated on the Yang-tse river, about 175 miles east of Hankow. It
was opened to foreign trade in 1897. Its population is estimated at
40,000.
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1898 - 24th Year - ANHWEI - REV

1898 - 24th Year - ANHWEI - OBV

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, AN-HWEI PROVINCE
ANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.4 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, AN-HWEI PROVINCE
ANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.4 GRAMS
======================================================================

(1898) 24th Year

included with Y-42.1

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin) 8 Chinese
characters (24th year of Kuang Hsu) above / ‚ left and ‚ right
/ 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, AN-HWEI PROVINCE above/ ‚ left and
‚ right / 7.2 CANDAREENS below.

(1898) 24th Year

included with Y-42.1

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin) A. S. T. C. (4
initials) in center round mongol script, 8 Chinese characters
(24th year of Kuang Hsu) above / 6 Chinese characters for
weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, AN-HWEI PROVINCE above/ ‹ left and
‹ (6 point rosettes) / 7.2 CANDAREENS below.

EDGE: Reeded
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: AN-HWEI = ANKING
MINT: AN-HWEI = ANKING
TYPE: II = Dated 24th Year, no initials
TYPE: III = Dated 24th Year with A S T C
REFERENCE: Y-42.2, K-56
REFERENCE: Y-42.3, K-60B
FOOTNOTE: In central China it is estimated that something less
than a quarter of a cent (gold) will procure enough coarse food to
provide a full meal for a grown man; this, at three meals per day,
would amount to 11 shillings per year. No doubt this is a low
estimate; but even when more than doubled, we obtain an idea of
the remarkable manner in which the coolie class have solved the
subsistence problem. With such a basis one can understand how
it is possible to obtain such labor at wages varying from five cents
as a minimum to twenty cents (gold) as a maximum per day. The
absence of roads fit for wagon traffic is a very striking feature in
the central and southern provinces of China. In the north there are
some highways suitable for vehicular traffic, but they are so rough
that nothing but a Peking cart can hold together when driven over
them any considerable distance. The American Monthly Review of
Reviews, Jan.1897, N.Y.

FOOTNOTE: Some references indicate A.S.T.C. = Anhwei Sheng
Tsao Ch’ien for Anhwei Province Made coin.
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======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KWANG-TUNG PROVINCE
CANTON MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.5 MM .820 FINE 2.727 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1888) nd

100,000

rare

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin) KWANG-TUNG
PROVINCE above / ‚ left and ‚ right / 7. 3/10 CANDAREENS
below.
¿RV: Dragon, 4 Chinese characters (Made in
Kwangtung Province) above 6 Chinese characters for weight (7
fen 3 li) below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KWANGTUNG = CANTON
ENGRAVER: Allen Wyon, R. Heaton & Son,
Birmingham (1888).
REFERENCE: Y-195.1, K-19, CN 27s

1898 - 24th Year - ANHWEI - REV
======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, AN-HWEI PROVINCE
ANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .800 FINE 2.8 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1898) Dated in Chinese

u/m

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu Valuable Coin) 6 Chinese
characters (Made in An-hwei, Dated in Chinese = 1896) above /
‚ left and ‚ right / 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li)
below.

FOOTNOTE: Currency of China - 16 candarins = 1 tael
FOOTNOTE: Most of this issue was withdrawn and melted. Dies
were ordered from the Birmingham mint in England, with the weight
7.3 candareens which proved to be too heavy compared to the
value of the denomination. Subsequent issues reduced the weight
to 7.2 candareens.
FOOTNOTE: KWANG-TUNG (pronuncation - Gwong Doong) Meaning “Broad East”. The most southerly province of China, bordering
on the Gulf of Tonquin and the China Sea. The northern part is
mountainous, but the southern region is about the most fertile in
China. New Cabinet Cyyclopaedia, 1895.

¿RV: Dragon, AN-HWEI PROVINCE above / ‚ left and
‚ right / 7.2 CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: AN-HWEI = ANKING
TYPE: IV - Dated in Chinese (Wu and Shu)
REFERENCE: Y-42.4, K-62
FOOTNOTE: The mint at Anking which struck the early subsidiary
issues closed in 1899. A new mint was established in 1902, first
striking 5 and 10 cash copper coins. Commerce of China, Kann, p
440.

Canton, China
FOOTNOTE: Canton is the Headquarters of the Provincial Government of Kwangtung and Kwang-si, generally termed the two
Kwang, at the head of which is a Governor-General or Viceroy, an
office which next to that of Nanking is the most important in the
Empire. It possesses a Mint built in 1889 by the then Viceroy Chang
Chih-tung, and equipped with a very complete plant supplied from
England. It turns out silver subsidiary coinage and copper cash.
Encyclopedia Britannica, Eleventh Edition, 1910.
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1901 - nd - KWANG-TUNG - OBV

1901 - nd - KWANG-TUNG - REV

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KWANG-TUNG PROVINCE
CANTON MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================

(1890)
(1891)
(1892)
(1893)
(1894)
(1895)
(1896)
(1897)
(1898)
(1899)
(1900)
(1901)

nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd

16,098,579
included above
18,704,080
14,689,470
11,373,160
14,682,030
21,582,670
8,651,610
7,721,670
3,240,770
337,580
29,000,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin) 4 chinese
characters (Made in Kwangtung Province) above / f left and
f (4 point rosettes) right, 6 chinese characters for weight (7
fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, KWANG-TUNG PROVINCE, above / f
left and f (4 point rosettes) right, 7.2 CANDAREENS, below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KWANGTUNG = CANTON
POPULATION: China - 1890 - 434,600,000 with
Canton with 2,500,000 inhabitants.
REFERENCE: Y-200, K-29
FOOTNOTE: This is the most common China issue of this series as
it was struck without date from 1890 to 1901 with a mintages of
over 146,000,000. Numismatic Chronicle, R.N.S.Wright, 1976.

FOOTNOTE: Just before mint machinery was imported to strike the
coinage here listed, it was notes. “There are no National gold and
silver coins. The usual unit or denomination of money is the tael,
the value of which varies according to the rate of exchange; in
1875 it was $1.50, in 1891 $1.18 silver bullion, called sycee, and
gold bullion, usually stamped with the name of the banker and the
year and district in which it is cast, are used in large transactions.
Private bankers are found in all large towns. They issue papermoney, which passes current in the particular distract where they
are known. The Mexican silver dollar, of the value of $1, is current
in Canton and south of China.” Cabinet Cyclopaedia, 1895.

FOOTNOTE: China utilizes interior waterways more than other
nations, for they are almost her only interior trade routes, except
very poor cart roads. Slow transportation sometimes results in
calamity where Chinese people may be starving in one province
before rice can reach them from another.
FOOTNOTE: Canton, the capital of Kwangtung Province on the
Canton river at the north edge of its delta was the main commercial
city of south China. Called Kwangchow in Chinese, Canton is the
name used by early European traders who developed it by corrupting Kwangtung. Canton was occupied by the British and French
following the Opium Wars between 1856-61, when the island in
the Canton river known as Shameen (Sha’men’) was granted as a
concession to the foreigners for residential and business trading
use. Handicraft industries produced China copper, and
lacquerware, and jade and ivory carvings. Canton was the revolutionary center in 1911 when Dr. Sun Yat-Sen was the leader of
the Kuomintang. The old city walls were torn down in 1921 and the
city rebuilt as a modern city. The university is named after Sun YatSen.
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1913 - 2nd year - KWANG-TUNG - OBV

1913 - 2nd year - KWANG-TUNG - REV

======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, KWANG-TUNG PROVINCE
CANTON MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18MM .800 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================
FOOTNOTE: Canton (Chinese - Quang-chow-foo) a large and important city in southern China, 80 miles from the sea, on the Pearl
river...in the Province of Quang-tung (of which name Canton is a
corruption). The city proper is in closed by walls 25 feet high and
20 feet thick, forming a circuit of six miles, with 12 gates, and it is
divided into two parts by a wall running East and West; the larger
portion North of this wall being called the old, that on the South of
it the new city. The streets are long, straight, and in general paved,
but very narrow, and wavy with painted signs. The houses of the
poorer classes are mere mud hovels; those of the shop-keepers
class are commonly of two stories, the lower serving as the shop.
The foreign mercantile houses, and the British, French, and American consulates, have as their special quarters an area in the
suburbs in the South-west of the city, with water on two sides of
it. In the European quarter are churches, schools, and other buildings in the European style. The river opposite the city for a space
of four or five miles is crowded with boats, a large number of
which - as many it is said as 40,000 - are fixed residences, containing a population of 200,000. The industries of Canton are varied and important, embracing silk, cotton, porcelain, glass, paper,
sugar, lacquered ware, ivory carving, metal goods, etc. Since the
establishment of the Colony of Hong-Kong a flotilla of river steamers ply daily between Canton, Hong-Kong, and Macao. Population
estimated at over 1,600,000. Cabinet Cyclopaedia, 1895.

(1913) 2nd year
(1914) 3rd year
(1922) 11th year

1,439,000
6,527,000
u/m

K-723
K-725
K-732

¿OV: 4 Chinese characters around a center • (dot)
(10 cents silver coin) within inner circle of pearls, 6 Chinese
characters (... year of the Republic of China) above / f left and
f (four point rosettes) right, 4 Chinese characters ( Made in
Kwangtung Province) below.
¿RV: Large 10 within inner circle of pearls, KWANGTUNG PROVINCE, above / f left and f (four point rosettes)
righ / TEN CENTS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KWANGTUNG = CANTON
REFERENCE: Y-422
FOOTNOTE: Pedigree - the list of former owners of a particular
specimen of a coin. The Y-422 specimen illustrated was a recent
coin added to the author's collection, from the collection of Jacinto
Diaz, who purchased part of the Chinese collection of the late
Marvin Rose.
FOOTNOTE: The first attack upon the monarchial system was led
by Dr. Sun Yat-Sen in 1895 at Canton. The Manchu Emperor, in
1908, promised that a parliamentary form of government would be
established within nine years. That was too long to wait, and on
October 10, 1911, a revolt broke out with fighting in central and
south China. The liberal faction, called the Kuo Min Tang (National
Party) held a Provisional Assembly in Nanking and on December
29, 1911, elected Dr. Sun Yat-Sen as its President. After six weeks
Dr. Sun gave way to General Yuan Shih-Kai, the Commander-inChief of the old Imperial Army, and He ruled until his death in 1916.
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1929 - 18th year - KWANG-TUNG -OBV

Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, President of China

======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, KWANG-TUNG PROVINCE
CANTON MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.25 MM .700 FINE 2.5 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================

(1929) 18th year

48,960,000

¿OV: Two Chinese characters abound a center • (
dot) (10 cents) within inner circle of pearls, 7 Chinese characters (18th year of the Republic of China) above / Kuomintang
emblem with 12 rays, z left and z right, / 4 Chinese characters
(Made in Kwangtung Province) below.
¿RV: Head of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen, facing left.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KWANGTUNG = CANTON
REFERENCE: Y-425, K-738
FOOTNOTE: Best known to the Chinese by his affectionate schoolboy nickname of Sun Wen - the Wen character being that of Wenli, meaning literature - Sun Yat-Sen was then commonly called the
“Generalissimo”, in order to avoid calling him President when he
had little or nothing to preside over. Born little more than a coolie in
a small village of the Canton delta, in one of those “Four Districts”
from which have come virtually all Chinese immigrants in the western world, he was set on his way at thirteen by going to Honolulu
with an elder brother, who had made so good a start there already
that he took a ship-load of his fellow - provincials back with him,
and claimed the bounty of $100 each offered for Chinese immigrants by the King of Hawaii. Roving Through Southern China,
Harry A. Franck, New York, 1925.
FOOTNOTE: The Council of State elected Yuan Shih Kai emperor
December 11, 1915. Yuan Shih Kai announced that he would accept the throne, but postponed the coronation. This was followed
by uprisings against the monarchy, especially in Yunnan, Szechwan
and other provinces,

Canton counting board
FOOTNOTE: Canton, (1923) - Roving Through Southern China Among the persistent sights and sounds of Canton streets one is
not likely soon to forget the handling of money. In large transactions, among the Chinese as well as the foreigners, Hong-Kong
bank-notes are the medium of exchange. Silver dollars are rarely
seen in the “Southern Capital” and except for the coppers to be
found almost everywhere in the land, Canton does its ordinary
business in twenty-cent pieces and so often debased their quality,
that it takes almost or fully six of them to equal a “Mex” dollar, and
one may live for years in Canton without ever seeing a larger coin.
Retail merchants have evolved a form of cash-register to save
counting these twenty-cent pieces by hand. It consists of a board
about two feet square with many depressions of slight depth and
twenty-cent size, and in larger establishments a coolie, perhaps
several of them, is kept busy all day long throwing handfuls of
coins upon this, shaking it until every depression is occupied,
sliding off the residue, and tossing the boardful into into a receptacle not unlike a bushel basket. The constant clash of coins is one
of the typical sounds of the earliest treaty-port, and so expert
does the Chinese ear become that if there is one false coin - and
they abound, even though the good ones are hardly worth nine
cents in our money (U.S.) - it is detected amid the rattle of the lot
and found by a process of elimination. - Harry A. Franck, Roving
Through Southern China, p 244. New York 1925. (Picture p 225).
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======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, HUNAN PROVINCE
CHANGSHA MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .900 FINE 2.5 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1898) 23rd year
250,000
(1899) 24th year included above

K-160
K-161

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu Valuable Coin) 6 Chinese
characters (Made in Hunan Province,... year of Kuang Hsu)
above / ‚ left and ‚ right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7
fen 2 li) and DATE, below.
¿RV: Dragon, HU-NAN PROVINCE, above / ‚ left
and ‚ right, 7.2 CANDAREENS, below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: HU-NAN PROVINCE = CHANGSHA
TYPE: I = Dated in Chinese in the Year of Kuang Hsu.
REFERENCE: Y-115.1
=====================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, HUNAN PROVINCE
CHANGSHA MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .900 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1898) nd

included with Type I

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin) 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Hunan Province) above / ‚‚ left and ‚‚
right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, HU-NAN PROVINCE, above ‚ left and
‚ right, 7.2 CANDAREENS, below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: HU-NAN PROVINCE = CHANGSHA
TYPE: II = No date, two rossettes left & right
REFERENCE: Y-115, K-163A

Chinese water seller

1902 - nd - HUNAN - OBV
=====================================================================
FOOTNOTE: Edward Kann in his brilliant book, Illustrated Catalog
of Chinese Coins, states that he thinks these first issues were
minted at the Arsenal, as the Changsha mint did not open until
1901, at first striking copper cash only. (p.74)
FOOTNOTE: After these early issues of silver subsidiary coins the
mint of Hunan Province at Changsha devoted its activities to coinage of copper. Kann, Currency of China , p 439.
FOOTNOTE: Hunan meaning “Lake South”
FOOTNOTE: Chang-Sha, the capital of Hunan Province is located
on the Siang (Sian-Kiang) river about 350 miles north of Canton.
Long an important walled city of the north-south trade route of the
Siang river, Changsha was known for its rice and tea trade. It
became an open port in 1904 and developed an important silk
industry. The population of Chang-Sha is estimated at 300,000
New International Encyclopedia, 1910.
FOOTNOTE: Hot water is preferred both for drinking and washing
in China. After meals the face is wiped with a damp hot cloth. It is
thought dangerous in itself to put cold water in the stomach, as it
certainly is where drainage is so little attended to. Water to be
drunk is first boiled. New International Encyclopedia, 1910.

Great Wall of China
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======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, SZECHUAN PROVINCE
CHANGTU MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.5 MM .820 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1902)
(1903)
(1905)
(1906)
(1907)
(1908)

nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd

392,397
70,644
474,674
66,500
81,700
191,880

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin) 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Szechuan Province) above / ‚ left and ‚
right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, SZECHUAN PROVINCE, above / ‚ left
and ‚ right, 7.2 CANDAREENS, below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: SZECHUAN PROVINCE = CHANGTU

1902 - nd - HUNAN - OBV
======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, HUNAN PROVINCE
CHANGSHA MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .900 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1902) nd

500,000

REFERENCE: Y-235, K-148
POPULATION: Chengtu, the capital of Szechuen
Province - 700,000 inhabitants.
FOOTNOTE: This issue was struck without date from 1901 to 1908
with a total mintage of 1,277,795 at the Chengtu mint, on a Ferracute
coining press installed at the Chengtu arsenal by Henry Janvier in
1896 with dies believed made at the Philadelphia mint. The mint
started production of silver coinage in 1898, but the 10 cent denomination was not issued until 1901.

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin) 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Hunan Province) above / ‚ left and ‚
right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, HU-NAN PROVINCE, above ‚ left and
‚ right, / • 7.2 CANDAREENS, below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: HU-NAN PROVINCE = CHANGSHA
TYPE: III = no date, one rossettes left & right
REFERENCE: Y-115.1, K-163

Chinese Villa

FOOTNOTE: Sze-Chuan (Four Streams), a vast province of Western China, and the largest of the eighteen. It has an area four times
greater than that of England, but the population is scanty. The
Kincha-Kiang, or “Golden Sanded River”, which rises in the southern slopes of the great Tibetan range, flows through Sze-Chuan,
and after receiving several tributaries, it becomes, before leaving
the province, the famous Yang-Tze-Kiang. In its course, it passes
at right angles, and by narrow gorges, through a succession of
ranges of hills, which have a direction from north to south. The
people of Sze-Chuen cannot always force a subsistence from
their stubborn soil. Famines are not uncommon, when whole families are starved to death, and thousands subsist on a mixture of
rice, roots, and common earth. Coal is abundant, but of inferior
quality; seams of from three to five feet in thickness are laid bare
in the gorges cut by the Yang-Tse, and gold is found in small
quantity, grains of the precious metal being brought by the Kincha
River from the mountains of Tibet. Library of Universal Knowledge, New York,1880.
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======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, SZECHUAN PROVINCE
CHANGTU MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.5 MM .820 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1909) nd
(1910) nd
(1911) nd

134,267
112,820
32,050

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Hsuen Tung valuable coin) 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Szechuan Province) above / ‚ left and ‚
right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, SZECHUAN PROVINCE, above / ‚ left
and ‚ right, 7.2 CANDAREENS, below.

======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, SZECHUAN PROVINCE
CHANGTU MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .650 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1912) 1st year

370,561

¿OV: Floral crest, 4 Chinese characters (Szechuan
silver coin) within inner circle, 4 Chinese characters (Made by
Military Government) above.
¿RV: Han in seal script, surrounded by 18 circlets, 6
Chinese characters (First year of the Chinese Republic) above /
‚ left and ‚ right.
EDGE: Reeded

EDGE: Reeded

MINT: SZECHUAN = CHANGTU

MINT: SZECHUAN PROVINCE = CHANGTU

REFERENCE: Y-453, K-789

REFERENCE: Y-240, K-153

POPULATION: Chengtu - 1912 - 100,000

FOOTNOTE: This issue was struck without date from 1909 to 1911
with a total mintage of 279,137.

FOOTNOTE: The eighteen circlets represent the 18 Provinces south
of the Great Wall of China proper.

FOOTNOTE: Emperor Kuang Hsu (Kwang Su) died in November
1908 and was succeeded by his infant nephew Pu-Yi (born on the
8th of February 1906) a son of Prince Chun, who was appointed
Regent. Pu-Yi was given as reigning title Hsuan Tung (“Promulgating Universally”). Encyclopedia Britannica, 11th Edition.

FOOTNOTE: The Chinese refer to themselves as “The Five People”:
Namely, (1) HAN, the sons of the Han Dynasty; (2) MAN, the
former ruling Manchu class; (3) MUNG, the Mongolians; (4) HWEI,
the Moslems who are distinct by race as well as by religion; (5) TI,
the Tibetans. Besides these five groups there are about ten million
aboriginal tribes people. They comprise half the population of Yunnan
and Kweichow, and there are large numbers of them in other
sections of Southern China.A Missionary Atlas, HarrisburgPa.,
1950.

FOOTNOTE: For years the two provinces of Kweichow-Szechwan
were under a military form of government, the magistrates and all
other officials being appointed by the military powers in the different provinces. Law and order are hard to enforce in this rugged
mountain country, but many of the bandits have surrendered to the
Government and there has been much less bloodshed than formerly. After several magistrates had been killed by the people of
the former Heoping country, the Provincial Government finally had
to break up the country and divide its territory between the counties of Yenho, Wuchwan and Yuyang. The peasants of this ungovernable area carry small hatchets which they use disastrously
in settling arguments. No one likes to travel in this sparsely-populated country. People do not dare to travel except in large groups,
and it is not wise to wear good clothing lest it be robbed from the
wearer’s back. A Missionary Atlas, Harrisburg,Pa.,1950.

A Mandarin's House

Chinese farming
FOOTNOTE: Changtu, the capital of Szechuan Province is located
on a branch of the Min river. Food, tobacco and medicinal plants
are heavily grown on the Changtu plain which is irrigated by canals from the Min river. Tea, rice, wheat and sweet potatoes are
the chief crops. It is one of the richest cities in the Empire, with
clean streets and canals, carrying on a flourishing trade with the
cities of the Yang Tse river valley.

FOOTNOTE: The Chinese Republican Government - with a president and parliament - established at the time of the Revolution in
1912, never succeeded in attaining complete authority over the
country. On the contrary, in various parts of the country, there
rose numerous War Lords with great armies, and the Provinces of
China, like feudal Europe during the middle ages, became almost
independent of the Central Administration. These cities became the
chief centers of military leaders; Peking, the old capital, Mukden in
the north and Canton on the south. From these cities armies went
out from time to time to conquer the rest of China, while the Government at Peking which was suppose to speak for the Nation,
consisted merely of a President and a Cabinet set up by the War
Lord temporarily in authority at the Capital. It has little power within
the walls of the city and less power outside, although it is officially
recognized by Foreign Nations. Customs duties are collected by a
Foreign Agency.
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1899 - nd - FOO-KIEN - OBV

1899 - nd - FOOKIEN - REV

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, FOO-KIEN PROVINCE
FOOCHOW MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================

(1897-9) nd

5,500,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin) 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Foo-Kien Province) above / f left and f
(four point rosettes) right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7
fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, FOO-KIEN PROVINCE, above f left and
f (four point rosettes) right, 7.2 CANDAREENS, below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: FOO-KIEN = FOOCHOW
TYPE: I - 4 Chinese characters (Made in Foo-Kien
Province).
REFERENCE: Y-103.2, K-129
POPULATION: 1899 - 650,000 for mint city of
Foochow.
======================================================================

FOOTNOTE: This issue was struck at the Foochow mint without
date from 1897 to 1899 with a total mintage of 5,500,000.
FOOTNOTE: Fu-Kien meaning ‘Happiness Established’.
FOOTNOTE: Dangerous anti-foreign sentiment was the cause of
the Boxer uprising in 1900, as the Chinese people overcame a
feeling of inferiority. To illustrate, there are two foreign settlements
in Shanghai, the English and the French. In these settlements the
Chinese are denied the franchise though they contribute large
amounts towards the municipal expenses. In the International or
English settlement, Chinese are excluded from the Public Park.
Formerly a notice at the entrance to the park read “Chinese and
dogs not allowed.” These distinctions are deeply resented by intelligent men of the country. Other objections include Extraterritoriality. The International Mixed Courts have been much cause of resentment. These courts are so called because they try cases in
which a Chinese is the defendant and the plaintiff is a foreigner.
The Magistrate is always Chinese, but his decision is subject to
review and approval by a foreign Assessor, who is usually of the
same nationality as the plaintiff. The Customs Revenues are under
control of foreigners also. And loss of territory to foreign nations is
a cause which for a long time has been lying dormant. Old treaties
and concessions granted to foreign powers are now oppressive
to the Chinese people. This loss of territory started when the
British obtained Hong Kong and continued way into the twentieth
century. In 1842 England, after war with China, took Hong-Kong,
forced the opening of five Chinese ports and obtained right to
trade generally and to establish consulates.

Emperor T'ung Chin 1862 -1874
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SMALL SILVER COINS - CHINA - PAGE 102

1906 - nd - FOOKIEN - OBV

1906 - nd - FOOKIEN - REV

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, FOO-KIEN PROVINCE
FOOCHOW MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================

(1901-6) nd

5,000,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin) 5 Chinese
characters (Made in the official mint of Foo-Kien) above / f
(four point rosettes) left and f right, 6 Chinese characters for
weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, FOO-KIEN PROVINCE, above / f left
and f (four point rosettes) right, 7.2 CANDAREENS, below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: FOO-KIEN = FOOCHOW
TYPE: II - 5 Chinese characters (Made in the Official
Mint of Foo-Kien).
REFERENCE: Y-103, K-126

FOOTNOTE: This issue was struck without date from 1901 to 1906
with a total mintage of 5,000,000. Type III, Y-103.1 with (dot) • left
and • (dot) right.
FOOTNOTE: The city of Foo-chow-foo is the capital of Foo-kien,
and stands on the banks of the river Min, about thirty-eight miles
from the sea, seven miles to the westward is Pagoda Island, on
which stands a lofty building, or pagoda, from which the island
derives its name, where the river Min again unites with a branch
from which it had been separated a few miles above Foo-chowfoo. The city lies in a plain, through which a natural and most
magnificent amphitheater of vast dimensions, whose fertility quite
equals it in beauty. Suburbs extend from the walls three miles to
the river’s banks, stretch along on both sides of the stream; they
are connected with each other by a stone bridge, five hundred
and twenty paces long, which reposes on solid stone piers. The
walls of the city enclose a space exceeding eight miles and a half;
they are turreted, and the gates have watchtowers. Foo-chowfoo ranks among the finest cities in China, having wide thoroughfares, large shops, spacious public buildings. The population, including the suburbs, is most dense, and is rated at varying from
half a million to seven hundred thousand. Foo-kien is the principal
black-tea district of China. The Mim at its widest part, is more than
a mile across, but is considerable narrower as the stream approaches Foo-chow-foo, more especially where the mountains
are close to the water's edge. The scenery on the banks of the Min
is romantically beautiful: villages, islands, temples, mountains, and
small hills laid out in terraces, where sweet-potatoes, paddy, and
earth-nuts are planted - all meet the eye in quick succession. Huge
rocks of granite, majestic in their barrenness, have cascades of
crystal water gushing down their sides, which, intercepted at the
base of the mountains, glide smoothly along some wooded valley
or glen, until the waters flow into the river. History of China, Robert Sears, N.Y. 1850.

Passenger wheelbarrow
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1912 - nd - FOOKIEN - OBV

1912 - nd - FOOKIEN - REV

======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, FOO-KIEN PROVINCE
FOOCHOW MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================

(1912) nd

u/m

¿OV: 4 Chinese characters (Chinese Currency)
around center 12 rayed Sun, within inner circle of pearls, 6
Chinese characters (Made in Fukien silver mint) above / ‚ left
and ‚ right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Three Chinese flags with tassels (National,
Army, and Navy), MADE IN FOO-KIEN MINT above / ‚ left and
‚ right, 7.2 CANDAREENS, below.
EDGE: Reeded

FOOTNOTE: The Chinese Republic was declared on February
12, 1912 with Yuan as President. It was thirty years later on
October 12, 1942 that Great Britain and the United States relinquished their exterritorial rights with China. These rights are based
on the theory that a person is subject to the law of his native
country, no matter where he may be. As developed in China,
extraterritoriality had come to mean that the Chinese Government
had no jurisdiction over foreign nationals; that its police could not
arrest foreign criminals or search the premises of foreigners,
and that China could not tax business firms owned by outsiders.
Seventeen nations, at one time or another, secured extraterritorial rights in China by treaty. With the establishment of the Chinese Republic in 1912, the system was resented by the Chinese
people. Germany and Russia were first to lose their rights after
the First World War and Mexico gave up hers in 1929, but Chinese efforts to persuade other nations to do likewise were unsuccessful.

MINT: FOO-KIEN = FOOCHOW
TYPE: I - No date (TYPE II - 1924, dated in Chinese)
REFERENCE: Y-380, K-702
POPULATION: 1912 - Republic of China - 439,214,000
with capital Peking with 1,077,209 inhabitants and mint
city Fuchau (Foochow) - 624,000.

Chinese Tea House
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1913 - nd - FOOKIEN - OBV

1913 - nd - FOOKIEN - REV

======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, FOO-KIEN PROVINCE
FOOCHOW MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================

(1913) nd

u/m

¿OV: 4 Chinese characters (10 cents silver coin)
within inner circle of pearls, 5 Chinese characters (Made in the
official Fukien Province) above / ‚ left and ‚ right, 6 Chinese
characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.

FOOTNOTE: The latest estimates (1913) of the foreign residents at
the open ports of China are as follows: Japanese, 65,434; Russians, 49,395; British, 10,140; Portuguese, 3,377; American, 3,176;
Germans, 4,106; French, 1,925; Spanish, 400; Italian, 274; Danes,
260; other Nationalities, 3,381, the total being 141,868. Whitaker’s
Almanack, London, 1914.
======================================================================

¿RV: Large 10, within inner circle of pearls, FOOKIEN PROVINCE above / ‚ left and ‚ right, 7.2 CANDAREENS,
below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: FOO-KIEN = FOOCHOW
REFERENCE: Y-382, K-704
======================================================================

Fu Kuet Ch'ang Ch'un.
"Riches, Honour and
Enduring Spring!"

1924 - dc - FOOKIEN - OBV
======================================================================
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1924 - dc - FOOKIEN - REV

1927 -16th Year - FOOKIEN - OBV

======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, FOO-KIEN PROVINCE
FOOCHOW MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .600 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, FOO-KIEN PROVINCE
FOOCHOW MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.5 MM .800 FINE 2.5 GRAMS
======================================================================

(1924) Dated in Chinese

u/m

¿OV: 4 Chinese characters (China with date in
Chinese for 1924) around center 12 rayed Sun, within inner
circle of pearls, 6 Chinese characters (Made in Fukien silver
mint) above / n left and n right, 6 Chinese characters for
weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Three Chinese Flags with tassels (National,
Army, and Navy), MADE IN FOO-KIEN MINT above, / 7.2
CANDAREENS, below.

(1927) 16th Year

u/m

¿OV: Head of Dr.Sun Yat-Sen, facing front, 13
Chinese characters, separated with p (stars)p between
characters 4 and 5, 9 and 10 (Republic of China, dedicated to
the memory of our late President, made in the 16th year) above.
¿RV: Two crossed Flags with tassels (Kuomin Party
Flag,left and National Government Flag, right) 2 Chinese
characters (10 cents) and Chinese characters (10 pieces equal
to 1 dollar) below. 10 dots, around, 2 dots below flags.

EDGE: Reeded

EDGE: Reeded

MINT: FOO-KIEN = FOOCHOW

MINT: (no mintmark) = FOOCHOW, Fukien Province.

TYPE: II - Dated in Chinese.

REFERENCE: Y-339, K-607

REFERENCE: Y-380A, K-708

======================================================================

FOOTNOTE: The twelve-rayed Kuomintang Sun was the symbol
for the twelve 2 hour periods of the day.
FOOTNOTE: The two branch mints at Foochow reopened in 1924
and struck this issue in debased silver. Kann, Commerce of China,
p 434.

Ta Cht
"Great Good-luck."
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1927 -16th Year - FOO-KIEN - REV

1928 -17th Year - FOO-KIEN - OBV

======================================================================

======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, FOO-KIEN PROVINCE
FOOCHOW MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.75 MM .800 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================

FOOTNOTE: Dr. Sun Yat-Sen was the father of the Chinese Republic. In 1895 he was involved in a revolutionary plot. He escaped and for many years thereafter worked outside China for the
overthrow of the Chinese Monarchy. His ideas on Nationalism,
Democracy and Socialism were furthered by Chinese revolutionaries both in and outside of China until success met their persistent
efforts in 1912, when the Emperor abdicated and Dr. Sun Yat-Sen
was made Provisional President. Between 1912 and 1925 he held
various high posts, including the Presidency of the various Republican regimes that came and went in turbulent China.
======================================================================

(1928) 17th Year
(1931) 20th Year

u/m
u/m

K-714
K-716

¿OV: In center 10, surrounded by 12 rays of
Kuomintang Star, within circle, 11 Chinese characters (...th year
of the Republic of China. Made in Foo-Kien Province) above / ‚
left and ‚ right, 6 Chinese characters (Every 10 coins equal to
1 dollar) below.
¿RV: Monument over grave of the 72 Martyrs who as
revolutionary heroes under the guidance of Huang Hsing had
plotted to blow up the Governors Yamen at Canton on March 29,
1911), 6 Chinese characters (Huang Hwa massacre memorial
martys grave shown) above.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: FOO-KIEN = FOOCHOW
TYPE: Commemorative
REFERENCE: Y-388
FOOTNOTE: Illiteracy in China is a huge problem, with only about
15,000,000 of the 400,000,000 Chinese estimated as able to read.

President Sun Yat-Sen
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======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, FOO-KIEN PROVINCE
FOOCHOW MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.75 MM .800 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1932) 21st Year

u/m

¿OV: 2 Crossed flags, Chinese characters (21st year
of the Republic of China. Made in Foo-Kien Province) above,
denomination in Chinese (10 cents) below.
¿RV: Monument on grave of the 72 Martyrs, Chinese
characters (Huang Hwa massacre memorial martyrs grave
shown) above.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: FOO-KIEN = FOOCHOW
REFERENCE: Y-390, K-718
FOOTNOTE: The Japanese foreign settlement of Kungchenkiad
established in 1896 is outside the Wulin Gate, northwest of the
wall of Hangchow.

Monument over martyrs grave
1928 -17th Year - FOO-KIEN - REV
======================================================================
FOOTNOTE: The spelling of Chinese names listed are as shown on
the coinage in English which was generally used by the foreign
post offices first set up in China when the Europeans were allowed at the Treaty Ports. By 1942 Wade-Giles was generally
established as the standardized spelling of Chinese proper names,
while more recently, the Peoples Republic of China established the
current Romanized spelling known as Pin-Yin. The conversion
table is shown as follows:
The coinage
AN-HWEI
CHEH-KIANG
FOO-KIEN
HU-NAN
HU-PEH
KIRIN
KWANG-SI
KWANG-TUNG
SZECHUAN
TAIWAN
YUNNAN

Wade-Giles
ANHWEI
CHEKIANG
FUKIEN
HUNAN
HUPEH
KIRIN
KWANGSI
KWANGTUNG
SZECHWAN
TAIWAN
YUNNAN

Pin-Yin
ANHUI
ZHEJIANG
FUJIAN
HUNAN
HUBEI
CHILIN
GUANGXI
GUANGDONG
SICHUAN
TAIWAN
YUNNAN

Canton today is known in Pin-Yin as Huangzhou
FOOTNOTE: Hangchow, the capital of Chehkiang Province, near
the southern end of the Grand Canal, southwest of Shanghai off
from the East China Sea has a population of 506,930 and the site of
one of the Government Mints. Its walls cover 12 miles around with
10 large gates and are 30 to 40 feet high, 20 to 30 feet thick. The
west wall circles the West Lake which is dotted with islands on
which are Monasteries, Memorial Halls and Shrines. The city of
Hangchow was opened to foreign residence and trade in December 1896, with a foreign settlement of 300 acres being laid out on
the east bank of the Grand Canal a few miles from the Wun-Li
Gate. The important industries of the city is the production of silk
and the making of paper fans. All foreign trade finds its way from
Shanghai, with exports of silk, paper fans, lotus nuts and tea and
imports of copper and spelter from Japan for use in the Hangchow
mint.

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, CHEH-KIANG PROVINCE
HANGCHOW MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.5 MM .900 FINE 2.677 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1896) 22nd Year
250,000
(1898) 23rd Year included above

Y-52.1, K-116
Y-52.4, K-118

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters (Kuang
Hsu valuable coin) within inner circle of pearls, 8 Chinese
characters (Made in Chehkiang Province ...nd Year of Kuang
Hsu) above / ‚ left and ‚ right, 6 Chinese characters for
weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, CHEH-KIANG PROVINCE above / ‚ left
and ‚ right / 7.2 CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: CHEH-KIANG = HANGCHOW
TYPE: I = Dated
REFERENCE: Y-52
POPULATION: 1899 - 850,000 for mint city Hangchow.
FOOTNOTE: Che-Kiang meaning “Che River”.
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1899 - nd - CHEHKIANG - OBV

1899 - nd - CHEHKIANG - REV

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, CHEH-KIANG PROVINCE
HANGCHOW MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .900 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================

(1899) nd

u/m

FOOTNOTE: Y-52.5A - Reverse = CHE-KIANG (Not listed in Kann).
nd .820 fine minted at Birmingham in 1902 - KM-6, CN 3p
A Numismatic History of the Birmingham Mint, James O.Sweeny,
Birmingham, Eng.,1981.
FOOTNOTE: Cheh-Kiang in Chinese means crooked river.

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters (Kuang
Hsu valuable coin) within inner circle of pearls, 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Chehkiang Province) above / f left and f
(small 4 point rosettes) right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7
fen 2 li) below.

FOOTNOTE: The Hangchow mint operation ceased a few years
later. Kann, Commerce of China, p 435
======================================================================

¿RV: Dragon, CHEH-KIANG PROVINCE above, ‹
left and ‹ (6 point rosettes) right / 7.2 CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: CHEH-KIANG = HANGCHOW
TYPE: II - No date
REFERENCE: Y-52, K-122
======================================================================

Emporor Kuang Hsu

1924 - 13th Year - CHEH-KIANG - OBV
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======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, CHEH-KIANG PROVINCE
HANGCHOW MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.5 MM .650 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1924) 13th Year

4,465,159

¿OV: Two crossed flags of 5 bars within inner circle,
7 Chinese characters (13th year of the Republic of China)
above.
¿RV: 4 Chinese characters around a center • (dot)
(10 Cents silver coin) within inner circle, ‚ CHE-KIANG
PROVINCE ‚ above / TEN CENTS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: CHE-KIANG = HANGCHOW
REFERENCE: Y-371, K-769
FOOTNOTE: The mint at Hangchow is one of the show-places of
the ancient Sung capital...40,000 ‘Mex’ dollars a day are stamped
as if they were washers or can-tops out of strips of metal which
gossip has it are gradually losing their honest ratio of 89 per cent
(.890 fine) silver in an alloy of copper, the fat bust of Yuan Shih-Kai
still gleaming from one side of them. These cumbersome coins,
known to the Chinese as “One piece money” (Y-329), kick about
underfoot everywhere at the mint, either as blanks or with the
imprint of the minting-machines upon them; the perforated sheets
out of which they are cut lie like scrap-iron about the greasy
floors, and coolies are constantly carrying all this and bullion from
abroad to and fro; but it is not these simple fellows who make
away with the product of the Hangchow mint. Roving Through
Southern China, Harry A. Franck, New York,1925.
FOOTNOTE: Imperial Flag of China - The Yellow Dragon Flag yellow field with Dragon in the center, The Dragon with his mouth
open, trying to reach a huge Pearl. This symbolism meaning simply
that the Dragon, the symbol of the Imperial Ruler, was always
striving to reach the Pearl, signifying perfection. Imperial Incense,
Princess Der Ling, N.Y. 1933 p 16.

Ch'ang Ming Fu Kuei
"Long Life
Riches, and
Honour!"

1924 - 13th Year - CHEH-KIANG - REV
======================================================================
FOOTNOTE: This two year issue was struck at the Hangchow
mint in 1924 with mintage 3,136,659 and in 1926 with mintage
1,328,000.
FOOTNOTE: Kann reports this issue struck in the summer of 1924
“by the Hangchow mint, in order to replace the debased Canton
subsidiary coins which were flooding the country.” “On account
of warfare carried on in and around Chehkiang Province, in the
autumn of 1924, minting operations had to be suspended...” Kann,
Commerce of China p 435.
FOOTNOTE: The Chinese flag since 1912 was five equal stripes
each with the following color; red, yellow, blue, black and white,
representing; China proper, Manchuria, Mongolia, Chinese
Turkestan and Tibet.
======================================================================

Chinese painting
FOOTNOTE: The official name of the once Middle Kingdom is
Chung Hwa Ming Kuo, roughly - The Middle Flowery Land
People’s Country, and decrees posted on city gates...are dated
“Fourteenth Year of the Chinese Republic” Roving Through
Southern China, Harry A. Franck, New York,
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1898 - nd - KIRIN - OBV

1898 - nd - KIRIN - REV

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KIRIN PROVINCE
KIRIN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.5 MM .820 FINE 2.5 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================

(1896) nd
(1897) nd
(1898) nd

included below
included below
4,000,000

K-340
K-349
K-350x

¿OV: Around a center vase containing leaves and
berries of the aspidistra lily, 4 Chinese characters (Kuang Hsu
valuable coin) within inner circle of pearls, 4 Chinese characters
(Made in Kirin Province) above / f left and f (four point
rosettes) right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li)
below.
¿RV: Dragon, KIRIN PROVINCE above Mongul script
left and right (Kirin) / CANDAREENS .72 below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KIRIN = KIRIN, Manchuria
REFERENCE: Y-180
FOOTNOTE: Kirin is the capital of Kirin Province of Manchuria,
located on the Sungari River at the head of navigation. Kirin was
founded in 1673 as a Chinese fortress. Trade developed in tobacco, furs and timber and later became a center for junk-building.
The town, also called Kirinoola or Girin, has a population of 120,000.
New Cabinet Cyclopaedia, Phila.,1896..
FOOTNOTE: In March 1898 China leased for twenty five years,
Port Arthur to the Russian Government. A railway was constructed
to Harbin connecting Port Arthur with Vladivostok on the TransSiberian Railway. This gave Russia the Pacific port ice free the
year round. The European Powers established trading posts, built
railroads and developed shipping on internal waterways. Germany had leased Kiaochow in 1897, The British held Hong-Kong
and the French were in Indo-China.

FOOTNOTE: In 1898 a series of reforms reorganized the Army.
New schools and colleges were planed. Chinese students were
sent to Europe to study foreign methods of government. These
abrupt reforms were resented by conservative chinese, under
the sympathetic Dowager Empress. A secret Society of Chinese,
hostile to the foreigners calling themselves the “Boxers”, meaning
“Order of the Righteous Harmonious Fists”, in 1900, cooperated
with the Dowager Empress in her designs against foreign influence. They summoned every patriotic Chinaman to rise in defense
of his country. The main object of the Boxers was to drive out the
“foreign devil”, and relieve China of Western influence. Missionaries and traders were murdered in the provinces, although the
government at Peking continued to declare it was doing all it could
to suppress disorder. On June 20, 1900 the Boxers supported by
Chinese troops assassinated the German Ambassador Baron Von
Ketteler, at Peking and attacked the Legations. Some 200 foreigners sought refuge in the British Legation and were there besieged
for nearly two months. For some reason which is not clear, the
Chinese did not murder them all, as they might easily have done. A
relief Expedition consisting of about 18,000 Japanese, Russian,
British, American, French, and German troops was immediately
organized, the Taku Forts were destroyed, and an unsuccessful
advance made on Peking by the British Admiral Seymour. Another
advance by Allied troops succeeded in relieving the besieged,
after heavy fighting on August 14, 1900. The Chinese Court left
Peking and the Royal Palace was desecrated and pillaged. The
Allies retained possession of the city until Peace was signed on
September 7, 1901. Negotiations followed with an agreement for
the Chinese to pay 450 million taels (U.S.$333,000,000 dollars) in
reparations, fortifiction and guarding of the foreign legations district in Peking and severe penalties against further anti-foreign
disturbances. Chinese students returning from western countries, determined to overthrow the Manchu Dynasty which had
ruled China for two hundred and sixty-seven years. After a heroic
and bloody struggle they forced the Court on February 12, 1912 to
declare the abdication of the Boy-Emperor. The Boxer indemnity
payments were suspended by the Allied Governments following
the Declaration of War against Germany by the newly formed
Chinese Republic on August 14, 1917.
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1899 - dc - KIRIN - OBV

1899 - dc - KIRIN - REV

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KIRIN PROVINCE
KIRIN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.5 MM .900 FINE 2.5 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================

(1899)
(1900)
(1906)
(1907)

dated
dated
dated
dated

in
in
in
in

Chinese
Chinese
Chinese
Chinese

1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000
100,000

K-393
K-412
K-547
K-560

¿OV: Around a center vase containing leaves and
berries of the aspidistra lily, 4 Chinese characters (Kuang Hsu
valuable coin) within inner circle of pearls, 4 Chinese characters
(Made in Kirin Province) above, Chinese characters for date, left
and right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, KIRIN-PROVINCE above / Z
CANDAREENS .72 Z below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KIRIN = KIRIN, Manchuria
REFERENCE: Y-180
FOOTNOTE: Manchuria, a Chinese territory occupying the northeastern corner of the Empire. It is divided into three Provinces,
Shing-King, Fen-Tien, or Leaotong in the south, of which Mukden
is the capital; Kirin in the center, with a capital of the same name;
and He-Lung-Kiang in the north, with capital Tsitsihar. The administration is military, the Governors of the two northern provinces
being subordinate to the Governor of Mukden. The Manchus are a
hardy race, and their country has long been the great recruiting
ground for the Chinese Army; but of late years vast numbers of
Chinese proper have flocked into it, so that now they by far outnumber the native race. In the 17th century the Manchus invaded
China and placed their leader’s son upon the throne. Since that
time the Manchus Dynasty has continued to reign in China, and the
Manchu language has become the Court and official language.
New Cabnet Cyclopaedia, Phila., 1895.

FOOTNOTE: Issues dated in Chinese 1906 and 1907 have 7 dot
rosettes in place of Z, left and right of weight.
FOOTNOTE: Emperor Kuang Hsu died on November 14, 1908 and
Dowager Empress a day later.
======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KIRIN PROVINCE
KIRIN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.5 MM .820 FINE 2.5 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1901)
(1902)
(1903)
(1904)
(1905)

dated
dated
dated
dated
dated

in
in
in
in
in

Chinese
Chinese
Chinese
Chinese
Chinese

1,000,000
500,000
500,000
500,000
1,000,000

K-440A
K-464
K-481
K-507
K-530

¿OV: 4 Chinese characters with center Yin Yang
symbol (Kuang Hsu valuable coin) within inner circle of pearls, 4
Chinese characters (Made in Kirin Province) above, Chinese
characters for date, left and right, 6 Chinese characters for
weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, KIRIN-PROVINCE above, Mongul script
left and right / (Kirin), Z CANDAREENS .72 Z below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KIRIN = KIRIN, Manchuria
REFERENCE: Y-180A
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======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KIRIN PROVINCE
KIRIN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.5 MM .820 FINE 2.5 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1908) dated in Chinese

100,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese characters around center figure 1
(Hsuen Tung valuable coin) 3 Chinese characters (Made in Kirin)
above, Chinese characters for date, left and right, 6 Chinese
characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, KIRIN-PROVINCE above, Mongul script
left and right (Kirin) / CANDAREENS.72. below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KIRIN = KIRIN, Manchuria
REFERENCE: Y-180C
POPULATION: Kirin mint city - 250,000.
FOOTNOTE: In December of 1908 Pu I (Hsuen Tung) became Emperor at the age of two. In 1911 the Emperor’s three advisory
councils were abolished, and a Cabinet and Privy Council established instead. In December of 1911 the Regent abdicated, and in
February of 1912, an Edict was published announcing the abdication of the Emperor, and thus on February 12, 1912 China became
a Republic.
FOOTNOTE: Emperor Kuang-Hsu died August 14, 1908. He was
succeeded on November 14, 1908 by his brother’s son Pu-Yi, who
was born February 11, 1906. The Emperor’s father, Prince Chun, is
Regent. New International Yearbook, 1910.
======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, FENGTIEN PROVINCE
MUKDEN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1898) 24th Year

750,000

¿OV: 2 Chinese characters (10 cents) within center
circle of pearls, 8 Manchu characters (24th year of Kuang Hsu).
¿RV: Dragon, 10 Chinese characters (Made in
Fengtien Province; 24th year of Kuang Hsu) around.

1907 - 33rd Year - FENGTIEN - OBV
======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, FENGTIEN PROVINCE
MUKDEN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19.25 MM .820 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1907) 33rd Year 1,000,000
¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin), 4 Chinese
characters (Made in the Three Eastern Provinces) • (dot) left
and • (dot) right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li)
below.
¿RV: Dragon, 33RD YEAR OF KUANG HSU, above / •
(dot) left and • (dot) right, MANCHURIAN PROVINCE below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: MANCHURIAN PROVINCE = MUKDEN
REFERENCE: Y-209, K-258
POPULATION: Mukden - 158,132

EDGE: Reeded
MINT: FENGTIEN = Fengton Arsenal, MUKDEN,
Manchuria
REFERENCE: Y-84, K-247
POPULATION: 1895 - Mint city Mukden - 150,000.
FOOTNOTE: Mukden, the capital of Manchuria, was named by the
Manchus who had their capital there until 1644, prior to the transfer to Peking. Later it was given the Chinese name Fengtien and
the title Shengking for abundant capital. Mukden became the capital of Fengtien Province. Its modern development began around
1900 when the Russians started building the Manchurian Railroad.
The old city is bounded by a 10 mile long earthwall and within the
brick-wall inner city - the old Manchu Residence with its former
Imperial Palace.

FOOTNOTE: Mukden, capital of Manchuria and of the Province of
Fengtien (Shengking), 425 miles north of Peking. The city suffered
greatly during the Boxer uprising of 1900. The culminating battle of
the Russo-Japanese War was fought about Mukden in FebruaryMarch 1905.
FOOTNOTE: Fengtien Province, China is situated in Southern Manchuria and occupies about 56,000 sq. m. with a population of
about 5,000,000. The capital of Fengtien is Mukden; the Province
includes the Liao-Tung Peninsula, stretching between the Gulfs of
Korea and Kiao-Tung; in the southern part of the peninsula lies Port
Arthur. A large part of the Province forms a level plain which is
extremely fertile, the rest consists of mountains and forests. The
Province is well served by the Mukden-Peking Railway. The chief
products of the Province are barley, wheat, millet, maize, cotton
and indigo.
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1907 - 33rd Year - FENGTIEN - REV

1898 - dc - KIANGNAN - OBV

======================================================================

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KIANGNAN PROVINCE
NANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.5 MM .900 FINE 2.677 GRAMS
======================================================================

FOOTNOTE: The Birmingham hoard is often referred to when
encountering proof or uncirculated specimens of otherwise rare
coins known to be struck at the Ralph Heaton & Sons mint located
at Birmingham, England. In the late 1960's there came upon the
market large assortments of these coins which had been part of
the trial and specimen strikes retained by the mint or its former
employees.
======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KIANGNAN PROVINCE
NANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.5 MM .820 FINE 2.677 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1897) nd

250,000

(1898) dated in Chinese

10,750,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters around a
center • (dot), within inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable
coin), 4 Chinese characters (Made in Kiangnan Province) above,
2 Chinese characters for date, left and right, 6 Chinese
characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, within inner circle of pearls, KIANGNAN
PROVINCE above / w left and w right, 7.2 CANDAREENS
below.

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin), 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Kiangnan Province) above / y left and y
(7 point rosettes) right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2
li) below.

EDGE: Reeded

¿RV: Dragon, within inner circle of pearls, KIANGNAN
PROVINCE above / y left and y (7 point rosettes) right, 7.2
CANDAREENS below.

REFERENCE: Y-142.1, K-73

MINT: KIANG NAN = NANKING
TYPE: II = (obv) Dated in Chinese, dot in center.

EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KIANGNAN = NANKING
TYPE: I - No date
REFERENCE: Y-142, K-69
FOOTNOTE: Proof strikes of the no date 10 cents Y-142 may exist
from the Birmingham hoard struck from dies at Ralph Heaton &
Son, Birmingham before shipping the dies to China in 1896.
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1898 dc -10 CENTS-KIANGNAN-REV

1900 dc -10 CENTS-KIANGNAN-OBV

======================================================================

======================================================================

FOOTNOTE: The Life of the People - Probably 90 percent of the
people of North China region live in small villages or in the country
and are directly dependent upon agriculture. These village groups,
often no larger than a dozen houses, are so numerous that one is
scarcely ever out of sight of two or three of them. Some families
live in the open country, but even here the houses are usually
grouped together. The average family includes four children and
probably grandparents and relatives as well. Families of a dozen
children are not at all uncommon. The houses are built either of soft
gray bricks poorly burnt with straw or, more frequently, of pounded
earth or sun-dried cakes of mud. The roofs are often of mud laid
upon Kaoliang stalks, which in turn rest upon the wooden rafters
that lie on the main beams. Because of the considerable weight
which these beams support, they must be eight inches or a foot in
diameter. Upright wooden supports are used to hold up the roof,
so that it is independent of the earthen walls which might soften
and collapse after a rain. The construction of Chinese houses thus
resemble that of modern steel skyscrapers in that the visible walls
bear none of the weight. House construction calls for a few heavy
beams and numerous small branches for the rafters. Timber of
these two dimensions is obtained by pollarding willow trees, that
is, cutting back to the trunk to encourage the growth of small
uniform branches. The wooden roof beams are the most expensive part of a house, and when a house is abandoned the wood is
taken along. They likewise represent an investment which may be
sold under the pressure of famine. The only other articles of wood
are the removable double doors and the paper-covered lattice
window frames. There is usually but little furniture; and a low brick
bed, or Kang is hollow and connects with the mud cook stove so
that the smoke circulated through them provides a warm platform
during the winter. The mud roofs crack during the hot, dry summer
and the first rain trickles through in numberless rivulets. The traveler need not be disturbed, for after the roof has become thoroughly soaked, he will hear some one pounding around on the roof
tamping or rolling down the mud, which thereafter remains watertight. Houses commonly face south, in order to take advantage of
the warmth of the sun and to avoid the bitterly cold blasts of the
winter which come from the northwest. Each house is surrounded
by a courtyard with mud walls, at the sides of which are shelters
for the farm animals and implements.

FOOTNOTE: (continued) There are no outside windows and but
one gateway. Standards of living are low. During the winter months,
when there is little work in the fields, the diet is frequently just
enough to keep life going, only two scant meals a day. During
harvest time, when there is much to be done, three relatively good
meals are eaten. The meals are much the same day after day and
consist of boiled millet or kaoliang with a few vegetables, steamed
bread or noodles made of wheat, and bean curd. Meat is a rare
treat, in most cases being restricted to festival days or wedding
feasts, except among the more wealthy families. Rice is also a
luxury. Most of the food is raised on the farm, and purchases are
usually limited to tea, salt and cooking oil. Despite these limited
resources, the people lead a life which appears relatively happy.
Their resources are few, but so are their wants. If the harvest has
been good, they may visit a near-by market town and spend a few
days visiting relatives or seeing the Temple fair. Since it is seldom
possible to cultivate the fields during the winter months, the farmers have much leisure time. At such seasons gossip becomes the
chief occupation, and many hours are passed in telling and retelling some strange or curious event, or in discussing that most
popular of subject, the price of food. China’s Geographic Foundations, G. B. Cressey, N.Y., 1934.
======================================================================
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======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KIANGNAN PROVINCE
NANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .900 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1898)
(1899)
(1900)
(1901)

dated in Chinese included with K-73, K-73A
dated in Chinese
10,000,000
K-79B
dated in Chinese
10,000,000
K-84
dated in Chinese
10,000,000
K-88

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin), 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Kiangnan Province) above, 2 Chinese
characters for date, left and right, 6 Chinese characters for
weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, KIANGNAN PROVINCE above, y left
and y (7 point rosettes) right, 7.2 CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KIANGNAN = NANKING
TYPE: I = No initials
REFERENCE: Y-142A
FOOTNOTE: The cost of living - The vital factor in the industrial
development of China is labor. It is marvelously cheap, as the
following details indicate: “In central China it is estimated that something less than a quarter of a cent (gold) will procure enough
coarse food to provide a full meal for a grown man; this at three
meals per day, would amount to 11 shillings per year. No doubt this
is a low estimate; but even when more than doubled, - making, say
24 shillings ($6) per year, - we obtain an idea of the remarkable
manner in which the coolie class have solved the subsistence
problem. With such a basis one can understand how it is possible
to obtain such labor at wages varying from five cents as a minimum to twenty cents (gold) as a maximum per day. The absence of
roads fit for wagon traffic is a very striking feature in the central
and southern provinces. In the north there are some highways
suitable for vehicular traffic, but they are so rough that nothing but
a Peking cart can hold together when driven over them any considerable distance. American Monthly Review of Reviews, 1902.

1900 dc -10 CENTS-KIANGNAN-REV
======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KIANGNAN PROVINCE
NANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1901) dated in Chinese
(1902) dated in Chinese

included with K-88,K-92
10,000,000
K-95

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin), 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Kiangnan Province) above, HAH in upper
left, 2 Chinese characters for date, left and right, 6 Chinese
characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, KIANGNAN PROVINCE above, y left
and y (7 point rosettes) right, 7.2 CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KIANGNAN = NANKING
TYPE: II - HAH = H.A.Holmes, Mint Superintendent.
REFERENCE: Y-142A

Chinese Junk

HAH for H.A.Holmes
Mint Superintendent
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1903 dc - 10 CENTS-KIANGNAN-OBV

1903 dc - 10 CENTS-KIANGNAN-REV

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KIANGNAN PROVINCE
NANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KIANGNAN PROVINCE
NANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================

(1903) dated in Chinese

2,750,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin), 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Kiangnan Province) above, HAH in upper
left, ‚ (5 point rosette) in upper right, 2 Chinese characters for
date, left and right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li)
below.
¿RV: Dragon, KIANGNAN PROVINCE above, y left
and y (7 point rosettes) right, 7.2 CANDAREENS below.

(1904) dated in Chinese

897,808

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin), 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Kiangnan Province) above, HAH in upper
left, TH in upper right, 2 Chinese characters for date, left and
right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, KIANGNAN PROVINCE above, y left
and y (7 point rosettes) right, 7.2 CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded

EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KIANGNAN = NANKING
MINT: KIANGNAN = NANKING
TYPE: IV - HAH = H.A.Holmes and TH = unknown.
TYPE: III - HAH = H.A.Holmes, and 5 point rosette.
REFERENCE: Y-142A.13, K-105
REFERENCE: Y-142A.11, K-98

FOOTNOTE: The old silver currency which was formerly used in
Kwangsi was comparatively steady in its market value, and yet
the value of each of the three forms used was constantly varying
in relationship to the value of the other two. Silver coins of the
same denomination had a greater or lesser value according to their
year of issue, and even copper cash varied in value from month to
month. In 1935 China issued a decree withdrawing all old silver
currency and substituting a paper currency. A Missionary Atlas,
Harrisburg, Pa.,1950.

FOOTNOTE: With the invasion of the Japanese the Chinese National Currency began to lose its value. In 1947 it began to really
"skyrocket" and by the autumn of 1948 became almost valueless.
To pay even a small bill required a whole suitcase full of money
which took hours to count. The government issued the Gold Yuan,
one of which was equal to three million of the National currency.
The Gold Yuan was officially pegged at one-quarter of an American dollar. Although severe punishment was threatened and several prominent business men were shot in an attempt to prevent
inflation, the Gold Yuan inflation was more rapid than that of the
National Currency and in almost six months it was of so little value
as to be almost useless. Rice, the price of which had long been the
basis of business transactions, now became the medium of exchange, and practically all purchases, large and small, were paid
for in rice. Some of the old silver currency which had been hidden
away was brought out. A Missionary Atlas, Harrisburg, Pa.,1950.
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1905 dc - 10 CENTS-KIANGNAN-OBV

1905 dc - 10 CENTS-KIANGNAN-REV

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KIANGNAN PROVINCE
NANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, KIANGNAN PROVINCE
NANKING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================

(1905) dated in Chinese

750,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin), 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Kiangnan Province) above, SY facing out in
upper right, 2 Chinese characters for date, left and right, 6
Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, KIANGNAN PROVINCE above, y left
and y (7 point rosettes) right, 7.2 CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KIANGNAN = NANKING
TYPE: V - SY = unknown.
REFERENCE: Y-142A, K-108

(1911) nd
(1916) nd

590,000
included above

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle of pearls (Kuang Hsu valuable coin), 4 Chinese
characters (Made in Kiangnan Province) above / y left and y
(8 pointed oblong stars) right, 6 Chinese characters for weight
(7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, KIANGNAN PROVINCE above, ‚ left
and ‚ (rosettes) right, 7.2 CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KIANGNAN = NANKING
REFERENCE: Y-146, K-110
POPULATION: Nanking mint city - 276,000

SY - initals - obverse
FOOTNOTE: Nanning, the capital of Kwangsi Province between
1913 and 1936 is located on the Yu River on the routes to Yunnan
Province. Nanning was opened to foreign trade in 1907. The city
was called Yungning from 1913 to 1945.
FOOTNOTE: Nanning, meaning “Peaceful South” is a city with a
population of about 100,000, situated on the West River 360 miles
west of Wuchow. It is an important center from which river and
motor highways spread in all directions, several of them extending
into other provinces. A Missionary Atlas, Harrisburg,Pa.1950.

FOOTNOTE: This issue was struck at the Nanking mint in 1911 with
mintage of 230,000 and restruck in 1916 in debased silver with
mintage of 360,000.
FOOTNOTE: Kwangsi meaning the broad of extensive west, was
one of the last provinces to be conquered by the Chinese. Because of its distance from the Northern Capital, and the raggedness of its terrain as well as the stubborn resistance of its aboriginal inhabitants. It required centuries to bring this province under
the central government. In fact at the beginning of the Chinese
Republic in 1911, there were still some tribesman in Kwangsi’s
mountain vastnesses who were not entirely subjugated. A Missionary Atlas, Harrisburg,Pa.1950.
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======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, KWANGSI PROVINCE
NANNING MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18MM .700 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1920) 9th Year

u/m

¿OV: 4 Chinese characters around a center • ( dot)
(10 cents silver coin) within inner circle of pearls, 6 Chinese
characters (9th year of Chinese Republic) above, ‚ left and ‚
(rosettes) right, 4 Chinese characters (Made in Kwang-si
Province) below.
¿RV: Large 10 within inner circle of pearls, KWANGSI above / ‚ left and ‚ (rosettes) right, TEN CENTS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: KWANGSI = NANNING
REFERENCE: Y-414, K-746
FOOTNOTE: The mint at Nanning, “After having stood idle for some
years., recommenced operations in 1919. But owing to lack of
raw material and subsequent hostilities with the neighboring Province of KWANG-TUNG operations were suspended after a few
months’ working.” Kann, Commerce of China. p 444.
FOOTNOTE: The most conspicuous buildings in China are the Pagodas, Catholic Churches and pawn shops. For that matter, with
the exception of the mission buildings and a few Chinese dwellings to be found throughout Shansi and Shensi, and the Lama
Temples of the Mongolian plains, no structure is over one story in
height. When traveling through a wild and sparsely settled province, such as Kwang-Si, where one may go for days without
seeing a house, it is rather surprising to come upon a village of a
hundred one-storied houses, and behold in their midst a skyscraper.
I have seen pawn shops which tower up to ten and twelve stories, studded with narrow slit windows and barred as a prison. A
high wall surrounds this treasure house. To all intents and purposes, pawn shops are operated on the same principle as those
at home; they are, however, frequented by the most respected
people and no one feels the slightest hesitancy about patronizing
them. Many persons, in fact, who do not need the money, are glad
to use the pawn shops as safe depositaries for their valuables,
especially furs, of which the Chinese gentry are very fond. When
one considers that a young Chinese, who traveled with us for a
short voyage, possessed one hundred and six suits of clothes,
most of them gorgeous brocades, one may understand how he
would not care to risk not only fire, but marauding expeditions of
the countless mountain bandits. A military official of Kwei-Lin told
me that in the Provinces of Kwang-Tung and Kwangsi he estimated a pawn shop for each ten thousand inhabitants. Who’s
Who of the Chinese in New York, W.Van Norden, New York, 1918.

10 CENTS - TAIWAN PROVINCE - OBV
======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, TAIWAN PROVINCE
FOO-CHOW MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.75 MM .900 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1893) nd
(1895) nd

250,000
250,000

K-137
K-134

¿OV: 4 Chinese characters around a center • (dot)
(Kuang Hsu valuable coin), 4 Chinese characters (Made in
Taiwan Province) / f left and f (4 point rosettes) right, 6
Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, TAI-WAN PROVINCE above / f left and
f (4 point rosettes) right, 7.2 CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: TAI-WAN = FOO-CHOW ARSENAL
REFERENCE: Y-247

FOOTNOTE: Kwang-si meaning ‘Broad West’.
FOOTNOTE: Completion in 1933 of the Kwangsi - Kweichow Interprovincial Highway, a distance of 650 miles, reduced the travel
time between the two points from four weeks to four days.
FOOTNOTE: In 1904, 27,227 Europeans, Japanese, and Americans were living at the open ports in which there were 1,602
Commercial Houses. Of the foreigners 5,981 were British, 9,139
Japanese, 3,220 Americans, 3,387 Portuguese, 1,374 French and
1,871 Germans. New International Encyclopedia, 1910.
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10 CENTS - TAIWAN PROVINCE - REV

1898 24th Year - CHIHLI - OBV

======================================================================

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, CHIHLI PROVINCE
TIENTSIN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .900 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================

FOOTNOTE: Taiwan was part of the Chinese Empire until June
2,1895 when it came into the possession of the Japanese. The
island lying off the eastern coast of China, in the Pacific Ocean, is
225 miles long and from 60 to 80 miles broad, with a range of
densely wooded mountains. It is separated from the Province of
Fu-Kien by a strait about 85 miles wide. The surface is mountainous, especially in the interior. Mount Morrison is the culminating
peak, having a height of 14,360 feet. A part of the surface is made
up of barren clay hills, but the plains and valleys are fertile. The
chief industry is agriculture carried on by the Chinese settlers with
camphor, tea and sugar as staple products. The population numbers 3,392,063 consisting of the aborigines, Chinese settlers and
about 42,000 Japanese. In 1874 the Japanese directed an expedition against Taiwan where some Japanese sailors had been killed
by savages. China protested and eventually the matter was settled
by China paying an indemnity of 700,000 dollars to Japan to defray
the cost of the expedition, which had established order in the
hitherto uncivilized island. In 1886 Taiwan (Formosa) was detached from Fu-Kien Province and made a separate Province.
FOOTNOTE: The Ta-Ching Dynasty is of Manchu origin and begins
in 1644. The name Ching (Ts’ing) means ‘Pure’ or ‘Purity’ and is said
to be synonymous with the word Manchu. Ta means ‘Great’.
FOOTNOTE: Tientsin located in Chihli Province is a yellow Sea port,
70 miles southeast of Peking, the northern capital of China. Tientsin
was occupied in 1858 and 1860 by the British and French and
was opened to foreign trade in 1861. Located along the Pai River
were the Concessions granted to Britain, Belgium, France, Italy,
Japan, Russia, Germany and Austria-Hungary. During the Boxer
Rebellion in 1900 Tientsin was the scene of severe fighting and
was occupied jointly by the Foreign Powers.

(1896) 22nd Year
(1897) 23rd Year
(1898) 24th Year

100,000
500,000
500,000

K-184
K-189
K-194

rare

¿OV: Chinese characters separated by three stars in
outer circle (Made in Peiyang machinery mint in the ...th Year of
Kuang Hsu Ta Ching Dynasty) within inner circle of pearls,
Manchu characters for same legend, 2 Chinese characters for
denomination (10 cents) within inner circle of pearls.
¿RV: Dragon, TATSING TWENTY FOUR TH YEAR OF
KWANG HSU - , above / PEI-YANG .ARSENAL. below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: PEI-YANG (north ocean) = EAST ARSENAL of
TIENTSIN
REFERENCE: Y-62
FOOTNOTE: Hangchow to Tientsin by the Grand Canal - The Grand
Canal, one of the most important means of communication in China,
as the roads are so defective: It is also called Yun Ho (transport),
and extends from Hangchow to Tientsin, covering a distance of
nearly 1000 miles. This canal has existed for centuries, the first
section from the Yang-Tse-Kiang to the Hwei River being opened
nearly 500 years B.C. The section of the canal lying between
Hangchow and Yang-Tse-Kiang was constructed early in the 7th
Century. In the 18th Century it was found necessary to protect the
canal from sudden inundations, and for this purpose a double
series of lakes was formed on the western side of the canal to
enable the surplus waters to discharge themselves and flood the
land beyond. The main body of the stream empties its waters into
the Yang-Tse-Kiang. Everyman Encyclopedia, London,1910.
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======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, CHIHLI PROVINCE
TIENTSIN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .650 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1907) dated in Chinese

2,350,000

rare

¿OV: 4 Chinese characters (Ta Ch’ing Yin Pi = Great
Ch’ing silver coin) within inner circle, 4 Manchu characters for
same legend, above / n left and n (stars) right, 2 Chinese
characters for date, ‚ left and ‚ (rosettes) right of two
characters for denomination (10 cents).
¿RV: Dragon, Chinese characters (Made during the
reign of Kuang Hsu) above, TAI CHING TI KUO SILVER COIN
below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: (no mintmark) = TIENTSIN CENTRAL MINT
TYPE: I = Dated in chinese
REFERENCE: Y-12, K-215

1898 24th Year - CHIHLI - REV
======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, CHIHLI PROVINCE
TIENTSIN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .900 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1899) 25th Year

250,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle (Kuang Hsu valuable coin), 3 Chinese characters
(Made in Peiyang) above, • (dot) left and • (dot) right, 6
Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, 25 TH YEAR of KWANG HSU, above /
• PEIYANG • below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: PEIYANG = East Arsenal of TIENTSIN
REFERENCE: Y-70, K-199

FOOTNOTE: Sun Yat-Sen was born in 1866 in a farming village in
Kwangtung Province near Canton. By the time he was 13 years of
age, an older brother who was living in Hawaii had sent for him.
There Sun was converted to Christianity and received his education at an Anglican school. After returning to China briefly, he moved
to Hong Kong in 1883, to complete his medical training by 1892. Dr.
Sun practiced in Macao for awhile, before becoming a revolutionary in 1894, leading the attack upon the Manchu Dynasty. A revolt
broke out in 1911 with fighting in central and south China. The
liberal faction, called the Kuo-Min-Tang (National Party) held a provisional assembly in Nanking and on December 29, 1911 Dr. Sun
Yat-Sen was elected the first President of the Republic of China.
After six weeks he resigned in favor of Yuan Shih-Kai, the Commander-in Chief of the old Imperial Army. In 1916, following the
death of Yuan Shih-Kai, Dr. Sun was able to set up a provisional
government at Canton. Until his death in 1925 he continued to hold
government posts. In 1923 he revived support from the Soviets
for reorganization of the Kuo-Min-Tang, with a new army headed
by Chiang Kai-Shek. Dr. Sun Yat-Sen died on March 12, 1925,
honored and acclaimed the Father of His Country. Both of the 10
cent coins which bear Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s portrait were issued
after his death, dated equivalent to 1927 and 1929.
======================================================================

POPULATION: Mint city Tientsin - 1899 - 1,000,000
FOOTNOTE: The Arsenal was destroyed by the Allied Armies in
June 1900 when the issue dated 26th year was in preparation. (K203).
FOOTNOTE: Tien-Tsin, a large and important city and river-port of
China, in the Province of Chihli, on the right bank of the Pei-Ho, 34
miles from the mouth of that river by land, and 68 miles by the
winding of the stream. It is the port of the City of Pekin, from which
it is distant 80 miles south-east. The streets are unpaved, and the
houses, principally built of mud or dried bricks, have a mean appearance, through the central parts of the town are filled with
well-built houses. The maximum of heat in the summer is 106', the
maximum of cold 6' below zero. The river is generally frozen over
from about the 15th December to the 15th March, and the business
at other times carried on by means of boats and junks, is taken up
by sledges, which swarm on the river. Library of Universal Knowledge, N.Y., 1880.

Emperor's Birthday Celebration
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1908 - 10 CENTS - CHIHLI - OBV

1908 - 10 CENTS - CHIHLI - REV

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, CHIHLI PROVINCE
TIENTSIN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19.5 MM .600 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================

(1908) nd

775,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese characters and 4 Manchu characters
(Great Ch’ing silver coin) in inner circle, 4 Chinese characters
(Made in the central mint) above / • (dot) left and • (dot) right,
6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li), below.
¿RV: Dragon, Chinese characters (Made during the
reign of Kuang Hsu) above, TAI CHING TI KUO SILVER COIN
below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: (Central Mint) = TIENTSIN

FOOTNOTE: A report from Tientsin containing interesting information upon the monetary conditions in China relates, “If anyone
changes a dollar, he receives 10 dimes, silver pieces valued at
about 10 cents and 7 copper cents and sometimes up to 11 dimes.
If anyone buys merchandise for a dollar and pays in small money,
he has to give 10 dimes and 7 copper cents and it is necessary to
pay 13 sapeques to buy a stamp worth a cent. To buy a stamp
worth 10 cents, one must pay a 10 cent piece, a copper cent and
4 sapeques. The cent is to supply the lack of silver in the dime and
the sapeques to cover the lack of copper in the cent.”
FOOTNOTE: “The outbreak of the revolution in October of 1911 and
the subsequent looting and burning by the mob of the Tientsin
Central Mint in March, 1912,” accounts for the original striking of
this issue to be discontinued. “The Tientsin Central Mint was resuscitated in 1914 and supplied with new and modern machinery”
and again from old dies the Year 3 Ta Ch’ing silver coin was struck
for a short time. Kann, Commerce of China p 437-8.
======================================================================

TYPE: II = no date
REFERENCE: Y-12, K-218
======================================================================

Chinese Shield

Ships visiting China
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1911- 3rd Year - CHIHLI - OBVERSE

1911- 3rd Year - CHIHLI - REVERSE

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, CHIHLI PROVINCE
TIENTSIN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19.75 MM .650 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================
FOOTNOTE: This issue first struck at the Tientsin central mint in 3rd
Year (1911) with mintage of 1,654,300 and was restruck in 1914
from old dies in debased silver.
======================================================================

(1911) 3rd Year
(1914) 3rd Year

1,654,300
u/m

debased silver

¿OV: 4 Chinese characters (Ta Ch’ing Yin Pi = Great
Ch’ing Silver Coin) in center, 4 Chinese characters for date (3rd
year of Hsuen Tung) above, 5 Chinese characters (10 coins
exchangable for 1 dollar) below.
¿RV: Dragon chasing a Pearl, in center 2 Chinese
characters (10 cents).
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: (no mintmark) = TIENTSIN CENTRAL MINT
REFERENCE: Y-28, K-230
POPULATION: Tientsin mint city - 900,000
FOOTNOTE: The principal imports at the treaty port of Tientsin are
cotton, sugar, opium, paper, and tea; exports, dates, cotton, camel’s
wool, and coal. New Cabinet Cyclopaedia, Phila., 1896.

Chinese Soldier
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FOOTNOTE: Yuan Shih Kai - President - The outbreak at Wuchang,
October 9, 1911, is generally regarded as the formal inauguration
of the revolution. October 14, 1911, Yuan Shih Kai was recalled by
Imperial Decree. He did not, however, immediately accept office
under the Manchu Dynasty. October 21, 1911, Ichang, in the Hupeh
Province, and Changsha, the capital of the Hunan Province, passed
over to the revolution. October 24, 1911, Kiukiang, the Yangtze
River port of the Kiangsi Province, joined the revolutionists. The
same day the new Tartar General of Canton, Feng Shan, was
blown to pieces by a bomb as he attempted to make a landing.
October 25, 1911 Sianfu, the capital of the Shensi Province, and an
old capital of China, revolted and set up an independent government for the Province. October 25 to 29 Hankow was recaptured
by the Imperialists under General Yin Chang. The city was largely
destroyed by shells and incendiary fires of the Imperialists. October 26, Prince Chun yielded to the demands of the National Assembly, which had reconvened, and dismissed from office Sheng
Kung-Pao. October 30 the Prince Regent issued his famous Decree of Penitence, in which, in the name of the little Emperor, he
confessed the sins of the Dynasty. November 1, 1911, Nanchang,
the capital of the Kangsi Province, renounced Manchu rule. The
same day Yuan Shih Kai, who had thus far refused to leave his
home and go to Peking in response to the appeals of the Throne,
issued a declaration in favor of peace and entered into a negotiation for peace with General Li Yuan Hung. November 2, 1911, in
response to a demand by the Imperial troops at Lanchow in the
Chihli Province, the Prince Regent promised to accept a constitution. So far from the Decree of Penitence and the pledge to accept
a constitution stopping the revolution, these acts apparently encouraged the Revolutionists the more, and November 3 to 9m 1911,
Shanghai, Soochow, Kashing, Ningpo, Shaohsingfu, Chinkiang,
Changchow, Ku, Sungkiangfu, and Anking, the capital of the Anhwei
Province, passed over to the Revolutionists. November 9 Canton
joined the Revolutionists and proclaimed an independent Republic
for Kwantung. November 9 to 11 Foochow, under General Sung,
a former Manchu, after two days skirmishing overthrew the
Manchus, thus carrying the Fukien Province over to the side of the
revolution, the Viceroy of the Province committed suicide. November 13, Yuan Shih Kai reached Peking, but gave the Manchus no
explanation of his independent efforts to establish peace with
General Li Yuan Hung...Indeed, he entered Peking quite as much
the representative of the Chinese people as of the Manchu Government. November 9 to 13 the two Provinces of Hunan and
Kweichow joined the Revolutionists. November 14, Mukden, the
leading city in Manchuria, appointed a Committee of Safety. This
action carried the Provinces of Kirin, Shengking, and Heilungkiang,
embracing the old home of the Manchus, against the Dynasty. The
same day Shantung Province proclaimed itself a Republic with its
Governor, Sun Pao-Chi, as President. November 26, 1911, the
throne swore allegiance to the Eighteen Articles of the Constitution
which had been framed by the National Assembly at Peking. Early
in November Viceroy Chang Ju Chun at Nanking, the old capital of
China, announced that the city might go over to the Revolutionists,
but Chang Hsun, the Manchu General in command of the troops,
thrust the Viceroy into prison and declared that he and his men
would die fighting before they would surrender Nanking to the
republicans. The Republican Army marched on Nanking and easily
captured Purple Mountain, overlooking the city, and brought their
guns directly to bear upon the city on December 1, 1911. Accompanied by a body of soldiers who remained loyal, General Chang
retreated north, crossing the Yangtze River, the rest of the Army
and the People of Nanking welcomed the Revolutionists. December 2, Lung Yu, the widow of Emperor Kwang-su, now the Dowager Empress, published a Decree announcing the Abdication of the
throne by P’u Yi and of the Regency of Prince Chun. This brings to
a conclusion one stage of the Revolution, namely, the downfall of
the Manchus...Li Yuan Hung was determined that China should
adopt a republican form of government, otherwise his army would
continue to fight, but Yuan Shih Kai favored a monarchical form of
government. (Continued)

FOOTNOTE: (Continued - Yuan Shih Kai) As Li Yuan Hung remained stubborn as to the form of government, but had no personal ambition for the presidency and desired that the office should
go to Yuan Shih Kai, a compromise was effected by the acceptance on the part of the North of a republic as the form of government and upon the part of the South, of Yuan Shih Kai as President.
The Dowager Empress formally announced on February 12, 1912
the acceptance of the Republic by the Chinese Throne and pledged
the Manchu support to the same. Dr. Sun Yet Sen resigned as
Provisional President, February 14, 1912 and on February 15,
1912 Yuan Shih Kai was unanimously elected permanent President of the United Chinese Republic. Yuan Shih Kai agreed to go
south and be inaugurated as President at Nanking. A riot on the part
of the Peking soldiers March 1, the night before Yuan Shih Kai was
to start for Nanking, led to a general acquiescence in the inauguration of Yuan Shih Kai at Peking instead of Nanking; and March 2,
1912 he was formally inaugurated President. China an interpretation by James W. Bashford, New York, 1916.

General Yuan Shih-Kai
=====================================================================
FOOTNOTE: Yuan Shih-Kai was elected President of the Chinese
Republic on February 15, 1912. As President he posed as a revolutionist, but really longed to be the successor of the old Manchu
Dynasty. He planed to announce that he would assume the title of
“Emperor of China”, but protests of Japan led him to postpone this
move. Internal conflict developed between Southern China and the
more backward North which continued in spite of the death of
President Yuan Shih-Kai in June of 1916.
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3rd YEAR - CHIHLI - OBVERSE

3rd YEAR - CHIHLI - REVERSE

======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, CHIHLI PROVINCE
TIENTSIN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS / 1 CHIO 18.5 MM .700 FINE 2.65 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================

(1916)
(1917)
(1918)
(1919)
(1920)
(1921)
(1922)
(1923)
(1916)

3rd Year
3rd Year
3rd Year
3rd Year
3rd Year
3rd Year
3rd Year
3rd Year
5th Year

1,271,193
558,304
193,000
1,138,542
2,104,503
930,979
696,728
1,000,000
u/m

K-659

K-662

rare

¿OV: Bust of Yuan Shih-Kai, facing left, 6 Chinese
characters (3rd year of the Republic of China) above.
¿RV: 2 Chinese characters (ten cents) within wreath
of barley tied with ribbon below, 6 Chinese characters (Each 10
pieces equal to 1 dollar) above.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: (no mintmark) = TIENTSIN CENTRAL MINT
ENGRAVER: Luigi Giorgi, Engraver at the Tientsin
mint.

FOOTNOTE: The issue dated 3rd year but was actually struck
starting in September 1916 continuing through 1923 with a total
mintage of 7,893,249. The restrike dated the 5th year is very rare.
There is some consideration that the issue dated 5th year was
minted at the Naval Arsenal, Makiang, Fukien Province. Mintages
listed are from - The Silver Coinage of China 1912-1928 by
R.N.J.Wright, NC Vol XVIII, 1978. A rare 5th Year specimen was
for many years in the late Marvin Rose collection, until it passed
to a Chinese collector in 1996.
FOOTNOTE: Yuan Shih-Kai - The late Rev.Arthur B.Coole relates
how the Yuan Shih-Kai portrait coin was designed. Silver coins
with the image of President Yuan were issued starting in 1913. An
Italian artist by the name of Luigi Giorgi had carved the image for
the die. At first Giorgi, living in Tientsin near the mint, had made the
initial essay for a dollar with Yuan’s bust and it had been sent to
Peking for His Excellency to check. He was so delighted to see this
essay piece that he invited Giorgi to come up and have dinner with
him one evening. When the artist saw Yuan face to face for the
first time he received a shock. From his photographs he had thought
Yuan Shih-Kai was a weakling physically, but when he saw him
face to face he saw power, strength and keenness and said that
the original engraving would not do. Yuan than sat for the artist
and when a coin actually came out it was the 1914 dollar and
subsidiary coins with Yuan’s bust looking left, which was the
common coins issued for a number years. Some collectors not
flatteringly refer to this bust as the fat boy.

REFERENCE: Y-326
POPULATION: Tientsin - 1921 - 838,529
inhabitants, China total population - 325,722,241
FOOTNOTE: General Yuan Shih-Kai, commanding the Army of the
Pechili (Chihli) Province, has his Headquarters at Poating-Fu, the
center of the “New” Army of China, and has under his command
about 65,000 men, trained in the modern manner and armed with
modern weapons in all branches. New International Encyclopedia, 1910.
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15th Year - HOPEI - OBVERSE

15th Year - HOPEI - REVERSE

======================================================================
CHINA, REPUBLIC of, HOPEI PROVINCE
TIENTSIN MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.75 MM .700 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================
FOOTNOTE: Following the Victory of the Nationalist Armies in the
North, the Province of Chihli was renamed Hopei meaning ‘North of
the River’. An older name for the province was ‘Pechili’ meaning
‘direct rule’, so called because the capital was located there.

(1926) 15th Year

4,124,138

¿OV: Phoenix and Dragon over insignia of Longevity.
¿RV: 2 Chinese characters (Ten cents) within wreath
of barley tied with ribbon below, within inner circle of pearls, 7
Chinese characters (15th year of the Republic of China) above /
• (dot) left and • (dot) right, 6 Chinese characters (Every 10
pieces equal to 1 dollar) below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: (no mintmark) = TIENTSIN
REFERENCE: Y- 334, K-682
TYPE: Commemorative of the Marriage of Manchu
Emperor Pu Yi.

Yuan Shih-Kai cut his queue

FOOTNOTE: Yuan Shih-Kai was the fourth son of Yuan PaoChung but adopted at an early age by his father’s brother, Yuan
Pao-Ch’ing, who had no living son at the time. This uncle and father
by adoption was a Chu-jen which corresponded to an “a” degree
under the old regime) and in government service. Shih-Kai was
burn September 16, 1859, and beside his given name had a Tze
secondary name) of Wei-Heng, and Hao (tertiary name) Jung-an.
In 1880 he purchased the title of Expectant Secretary in the Grand
Secretariat and was assigned to the staff of General Wu Ch’angCh’ing in Tengchow, Shantung. Two years later his commanding
officer was assigned to suppress a rebellion in Korea and he
went with him and arose to Expectant Sub-Prefect. By December,
1884, he was chief of staff of the Armed Forces of China in Korea.
The matter was settled in April, 1885, and Yuan had a few months
off from work but in August he was sent back to Korea and was
soon given the rank of Prefect. Then for eight years he represented China in Korea with an exalted position. But the Sino-Japanese War broke out in 1894, and during the summer he found
himself in Manchuria in charge of handling supplies for the Army
fighting the Japanese. From a job of being in command of a new
unit and military academy with German tutors (including the old
goose-step) he became a Provincial Judge in Chihli Province and
thence to Shantung in command of a large military force trying to
stop further German encroachment. He suppressed the Boxer
movement in that province and so the Boxers went to Chihli. Even
during the Boxer Rebellion, then as Governor of Shantung, he
would have nothing to do with the Boxers. After they were suppressed by the Allied Forces in Chihli, Yuan was made Governor
General of that province and given charge of foreign and military
affairs for all of North China. The foreigners were glad to see him
in this position because of his unalterable refusal to allow the
Boxers to gain ascendancy in the area he had controlled. But in
1907 Yuan Shih-Kai was relieved of military duty and “promoted”
to Minister of Foreign Affairs. He had been instrumental in the
overthrow of the “100 Days Reform Movement” in 1898 in which
the Empress Dowager assumed the reigning title and the Emperor
Kuang Hsu was imprisoned in the Summer Palace. (Continued)
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FOOTNOTE: (Continued - Yuan Shih Kai) Yuan remained a staunch
supporter of the Empress Dowager, Tzu Hsi. But Yuan realized
what would happen to him if Kuang Hsu outlived her. By a strange
“coincidence”, never fully explained, Tzu Hsi mounted the Dragon
Throne on November 13, 1908. She was seriously ill at the time but
against the will of her top advisers she insisted that P’u Yi be made
the Heir Apparent. The next day Emperor Kuang Hsu died and she
died on the 15th. And little Henry P’u Yi, under the reigning title of
Hsuan T’ung, became the Emperor. The next few years Yuan was
asked to take “sick leave” by the Regent, but when the Revolution
broke out in October, 1911, the Regent “ran scared” and asked him
to come out of retirement. Yuan, still pouting, replied that “the leg
ailment” still remained. Higher and higher offers were made and he
finally came out as Commander-in Chief of the whole Imperial Army
in North China. The Revolution continued and finally the Regent
retired and Empress Hsiaoting, acting in behalf of her adopted son,
Hsuan T’ung, agreed to his abdication. Yuan was appointed the
mouthpiece and middle-man in talking with the revolutionists and
finally made piece with them by adroitly leading them to guarantee
that he, Yuan Shih-Kai, would be elected to succeed Sun Yat-Sen
as President of the Provisional Republic of China. This demand
was agreed to and on March 10, 1912, he became, at the age of 54
(or 53 foreign count,) the new President of China. The five-bar flag
(red,yellow,blue,white and black) was adopted as the national
symbol. Yuan and his cohorts were not interested in real democracy and his Peiyang Militarist collided head-on with the Kuomin
party of revolutionists. With foreign loans he enlarged his Army, all
of the Officers being his former military academy students and
loyal to him. He forced Parliament to elect him the President of a
permanent government, instead of a provisional one, in October
1913. His next step was to order the Kuomintang closed and its
members arrested. Without Kuomintang members in Parliament there
was not a quorum and so on January 10, 1914, he had it dissolved.
By May he had a new constitution drawn which made him President for Life, and gave him the right to name his successor. Thus
by 1915 he was making plans to become the First Emperor of a
new dynasty and requested the Provincial Governments to petition him to become the Emperor. The petitions came, and were
supposed to reflect the “unanimous” will of the people. He announced that he would start his reign on January 1, 1916, under
the reigning title of Hung Hsien The Vast Constitutional Law. He
ordered the Mints to produce coins for his coronation and all seemed
to be set for the great day for him. But another revolution broke out
in Yunnan and many parts of China joined in, which caused him to
revoke his monarchial plans and announce his resumption of the
Presidency. The revolutionists demanded his ouster but the whole
matter was cleaned up with his death on June 6,1916. He is remembered by is portrait on the coins of China, quite often referred
to as the “Fat Boy”. World Coins, Vol 3 No. 26, Feb 1966 p 114121.

1908 nd -10 CENTS - HUPEH - OBV
======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, HU-PEH PROVINCE
WUCHANG MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1896-1908) nd

48,000,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle (Kuang Hsu valuable coin), 4 Chinese characters
(Made in Hu-Peh Province) above, y left and y (7 point
rosettes) right, 6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li)
below.
¿RV: Dragon, HU-PEH PROVINCE, above y left and y
(7 point rosettes) right / 7.2 CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: HU-PEH = WUCHANG
REFERENCE: Y- 124.1, K-43

FOOTNOTE: Yuan-Shih-Kai, Chinese military leader, succeeded Li
Hung Chang as Viceroy of the Province of Chihli in 1901, and thus
assumed one of the most important posts in China with reference
to the foreign influence. He is about forty-two years old and was
educated in the Chinese schools, passing through the required
examinations to the Governorship of the turbulent Province of
ShanTung. For several years he was an officer in the Imperial
Army,and while at the Head of the Army of ShanTung he organized
the best military force in China. As Provincial Governor he distinguished himself by his intelligence, energy, and patriotism; and,
while he has shown a willingness to adopt the methods of the
foreigners in administration, he has consistently upheld the right of
China to govern herself and has opposed the extension of foreign
influence over her affairs. International Year Book,New York,
1901.

FOOTNOTE: Yuan Shih-Kai, (wan she-ki), a Chinese statesman, a
native of Hunan. He was born in 1859. From 1884 to 1893 he was
Minister Resident at Seoul, the capital of Korea, where he gained
much distinction during the disturbances there. Returning to China,
he was placed at the Head of the foreign-drilled troops at Tientsin,
and in 1894 became Chief of the Military Secretariat in Manchuria.
In 1895 he was again made Commandant of the foreign-drilled
troops. During the Boxer troubles he was Governor of the Province of ShanTung, whence he was later promoted to be Governor-General of the Metropolitan Province of Chili, holding also an
important position in the General Government and being at the
Head of the Army . New International Encyclopedia, 1910..
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======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, HU-PEH PROVINCE
WUCHANG MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 19MM .820 FINE 2.7 GRAMS
======================================================================
(1909) nd

500,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle (Hsuen Tung valuable coin), 4 Chinese characters
(Made in Hu-Peh Province) above / ‚ left and ‚ (rosettes) right,
6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, HU-PEH PROVINCE, above ‚ left and
‚ (rosettes) right / 7.2 CANDAREENS below.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: HU-PEH = WUCHANG
REFERENCE: Y-129
FOOTNOTE: In no country is the demand for food greater than in
China and yet we find under their intensive cultivation of China the
following comparison in prices (c.1918) for the leading food stuffs:

1908 nd -10 CENTS - HUPEH - REV
======================================================================
FOOTNOTE: The Wuchang mint struck this issue without date from
1896 to 1908. The Wuchang mint was closed in 1909.
FOOTNOTE: Wuchang, the capital of Hupeh Province is located on
the Yangtze River opposite Hanyang and Hankow at the mouth of
the Han River. Wuchang was captured by the Taipings during the
Boxer rebellion. During the Chinese Revolution in 1911 Wuchang
was the sight of one of the first outbreaks of the revolution.
FOOTNOTE: Chinese currency - During the early years of missionaries in China the only coinage was a round copper cash with a
square hole, one thousand of which was called a “string”. Larger
financial transactions used lumps of silver called “shoes”. The unit
of value was an ounce of silver called a “tael”. Silver dollars from
Spain and Mexico were first introduced by foreign traders. Late in
the last century the Manchus imitated these with “Dragon dollars”
and all the resultant currency was called “Mexican”. About the
same time the foreign banks in Hong Kong and Shanghai began to
print large denomination “Mex” banknotes, which soon found wide
favor. After about fifteen years of the Republic, the Chinese Government Banks issued paper money, which replaced silver except
in the remote interior, where the people still demanded “hard” money.
Chinese Government Banknotes held up well until the Sino-Japanese War, which produced fabulous inflation. By July 1948, an
ordinary foreign meal in Shanghai cost one million National Currency, the cheapist bus fare was $60,000, and soft coal cost
$140,000,000 per ton. By August 1948, one U.S. dollar bought
from eight to twelve million Chinese National Currency. As a result
of this frenzied finance, silver dollars came out of hiding everywhere and soon were worth more than U.S. banknotes. The Government then issued a new currency called “Gold Yuan” which
presumably had some gold or silver backing and was fixed at four
to the U.S. dollar. Despite stringent regulations for exchange control, this new currency soon became as deflated as the old, and
eventually depreciated even more rapidly. A Missionary Atlas,
Harrisburg,Pa.,1950.
FOOTNOTE: Hupeh meaning ‘Lake North’.

HANKOW, HU-PEH PROVINCE
NEW YORK, U.S.A.
Beefsteak
$.04 per lb.
.30 to .42 per lb.
Veal
.07 per lb.
.20 to .45 per lb.
Mutton
.08 per lb.
.28 per lb.
Spring chicken .08 per lb.
.45 per lb.
Liver
.04 per lb.
.35 per lb.
Fowl
.07 per lb.
.30 per lb.
Fish - alive
.10 per lb.
.20 to .40 per lb.
Onions
.03 per lb.
.20 per lb.
Eggs from .02 to .05 per dz. Strictly fresh.52 per dz.
Potatoes
.05 per bushel
$3.00 per bushel
Cauliflower
.12 per head
.20 to .30 per head
Who’s Who of the Chinese in New York, W.Van Norden, New
York, 1918.

Dr Sun Yat-Sen
FOOTNOTE: Iron and steel in China - A decade or two ago they
were picking up old horseshoes in the streets of London and
shipping them out to make third-rate plows for the farmers on the
hills of Central China. Today, digging under those hills in the four
central provinces they find the greatest coal fields in the world;
enough in the Shansi Province alone to supply the world for over
thousand years, according to the estimates of the German geologist, Baron Von Richthofen. In central China they have found iron
ore better for casting than that of Pittsburgh. In the Great Hang
Yang Iron and Steel Works at Wuchang, across from
Hankow,...among its four thousand workmen were skilled Chinese
labor working at U.S. $1.25 a week and turning out the finest steel
rails for the new railways of China.The New Era in Asia, Sherwood
Eddy,Smith & LaMar, Nashville, Tenn.,1913.
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1908 nd - YUNNAN - OBVERSE

1908 nd - YUNNAN - REVERSE

======================================================================
CHINA, EMPIRE of, YUNNAN PROVINCE
YUNNAN FU MINT
======================================================================
10 CENTS 18.75 MM .820 FINE 2.6 GRAMS
======================================================================

======================================================================

(1908) nd

250,000

¿OV: 4 Chinese and 4 Manchu characters within
inner circle (Hsuen Tung valuable coin), 4 Chinese characters
(Made in Yunnan Province) above, 7 small circlets left and right,
6 Chinese characters for weight (7 fen 2 li) below.
¿RV: Dragon, within inner circle of pearls, 7 small
circlets left and right.
EDGE: Reeded
MINT: YUNNAN PROVINCE = YUNNAN FU (later
renamed Kunming).

FOOTNOTE: Yunnan meaning ‘Cloudy South’ or South of the Clouds,
allusion to the great banks of fog which overhang the province of
Sze-Chuan on the north.
FOOTNOTE: Yun-Nan-Fu, capital of the Province of Yun-Nan,
stands 6,420 feet above sea level, near the shore of Lake TienCh’ih. Its walls, which have a circuit of three miles are pierced with
six gates, included in the northern section many swamps and
vegetable gardens.The population and the business are in the
southern half; the streets are wide and clean, all garbage being
collected daily by bullock carts, a most unusual thing in China. The
climate is healthful. There are heavy snows in winter. Population,
about 100,000. New International Encyclopedia, 1910..
FOOTNOTE: The mint of Yunnan which was founded in 1905...is
situated at Kunming. Originally established for the purpose of producing copper coins, it began operation in 1908, turning out Dragon
Dollars, subsidiary silver coins and copper cents. Kann,
Commmerce of China. p 441.

REFERENCE: Y-255, K-174
FOOTNOTE: The coin illustrated came from a small hoard (possibly a roll or two) which came upon the market, all brilliant uncirculated, about ten years ago.

Chinamen

FOOTNOTE: Harry Frank in Roving Through Southern China in
1924, tells of the slave trade practiced at Yunnanfu...”Good-looking slaves were quoted at forty or fifty dollars, others at twentyfive to thirty—the Yunnanese dollar then fluctuating around one
third our own [U.S.$]. Good horses were more expensive; mules,
several times so. The purchased are not slaves in exactly the way
Africans used to be in our Southern States, and on the whole they
were no worse treated than the rank and file of freeman...Newly
purchased slaves are provided immediately with clothing, of necessity, since that in which they stand remains the property of the
former owner - much like bringing your own halter to lead home a
new horse. The missionaries who made up the majority of foreigners were too soft-hearted to build up an efficient servant body.
However our Yunnanese children’s ‘ama’ did excellent sewing,
and her wages were ten American cents a day without food. A
slave must be fed, and no doubt would be as troublesome to
dispose of when one must move on as other untransportable
chattels.” Frank, Roving Through Southern China, p 420, New
York, 1925.
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FOOTNOTE: (Continued - China) Usually entering office with literary or scholastic qualifications only, he is assisted by a permanent
staff of trained specialists. Each group of two or more Hien is
under a ‘Fu’ or city of the first class. Chinese law is the growth of
many centuries. The criminal code is remarkable for the conciseness and simplicity of its language, yet the actual punishment
inflicted depends very much upon the judge. Torture is used to
extract testimony. The punishment inflicted are flogging with the
bamboo, banishment, and death by strangling or decapitation.
Oaths are taken on a cock’s head chopped from its body. In theory
the accused is already guilty, and a Chinese judge, like the French,
acts as prosecutor as well as arbiter. In spite of the prevalence of
bribery, judges are apt to give common-sense decisions. New
International Encyclopedia, 1910..

Cultivation and preparation of tea
======================================================================
FOOTNOTE: Most of the illistrations originated in Sears' New and
complete History of China, Rober Sears, New York, 1850.
FOOTNOTE: China cannot be regarded an empire in the occidental
sense, nor is there a central government, as there is a Germany, a
Russian, and a British government; the general constitution of
China proper is that of a confederation of provinces. Nevertheless, the power of the Manchu Dynasty is very largely autocratic,
and its decrees and edicts have imperative force throughout the
Empire, but the autocracy, centered nominally in the Emperor at
Peking, is hedged around by a number of advisory bodies of which
the first in importance is the Government Council. In matters that
are out of the usual routine, a Provincial Governor can petition the
Emperor directly. Between the Emperor and the Provincial Governors is the Viceroy, and there are thus ten or twelve Viceroys or
Governors-General, who may work together with or independently of the Provisional Governors. Usually the Governor and the
Viceroy are the same mediums of communication between the
Capital and Province. Each Province has its Army and Navy, and in
past years may have been uninterested and may have taken no
part in wars going on in distant sections of the Empire.The highest
Viceroyalty is that of the two Kiangs (Kiang-Nan and Cheh-Kiang)
with its seat at Nan-King; the second is that of Pe-Chi-Li (Chin-Li)
with its seat at Peking and Mint at Tientsin, the third Viceroyalty is
that of the two Kwangs, (Kwang-Tung and Kwang-Si), with is
headquarters at Canton. The other important capitals being at FuChow, Hang-Chow, Wu-Chang, Chang-Sha, Yun-Nan, and KuYang. The provinces of Shan-Tung, Shan-Si and Ho-Nan, the
oldest parts of China, have no Viceroy, while Sze-Chuan has no
Governor, but only a Viceroy. Thus each of the eighteen provinces, with its own Army, Navy, and tax system, and its own social
customs, has been a complete state in itself. Since the modern mint
machinery was introduced into China, each Province has produced its own coinage, following the Dragon series with the name
of the Province shown in Chinese characters and usually the
Province name in English on the Reverse. Each province is thus a
state in itself and bases its administration system upon the real
official unit of Chinese corporate life, the ‘Hien” or city district. Of
these there are 1300 in the Empire. Each province has 70 to 100 or
more Hien, a term which Europeans translate ‘district’,
‘department’,’canton’ or ‘prefecture’. Thus the half-barbarian KweiChow has but 34 Hien, with numerous districts in which dwell
half-civilized natives, while Pe-Chi-Li (Chihli) has 140 Hien, the
total including Peking, in pure Chinese tracts, of a walled city and
an area of 500 or 1000 square miles around the town. The Hien
magistrate is the heart and soul of all official life. The people call
him ‘Father and Mother Official’, for he has, or may have, relatives
direct with the Emperor and is always close to the masses.

FOOTNOTE: Now 200,000,000 (Chinese) males shave the front
part of their heads and braid their hair in a long queue. This fashion
gives employment to multitudes of barbers, for it is rarely that even
a poor man attends to his own hair-dressing. For months after the
death of an Emperor, an event which allows no one to shave for a
hundred days, the barbers have difficulty in earning a living. New
Interrnational Encyclopedia, 1910.

Chinese -10 cent note - 1940
FOOTNOTE: The Chinese series would not be as informative
without the mintages figures estimated by R.N.J.Wright taken
from his most detailed paper The Silver Coinage of Chine 1912 1928 - The Numismatic Chronicle, Vol XVIII, Royal Numismatic
Society, London 1978.
FOOTNOTE: The author considers the Chinese series of Modern
Dime Size Silver Coins of The World to be the most difficult to
complete by type (along with Persia), and also having attempted to
collect by date these coins for over thirty years beginning in 1966.
At the time collecting only by type from the Yeoman catalog using
Y numbers for types, allowed most of the illustrated coins to be
purchased, with expenditures of from two dollars to thirty-five
dollars. Still on the "want list' are 26 different dates including several types, with only one added in the past ten years, and some
duplicate coins.
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