CHAPTER THIRTEEN

California and Hawaii
When Andria was twenty-one and Roger, Jr. seventeen, they
were invited to visit Amy and Jessica Litman in Southern California. The girls were our neighbors in back, one house west on
Pierce Street. The four of them had been the best of friends,
spending countless hours at their house or ours. The Litman girls
had recently moved to the vegetarian resort community of Encinitas,
California to attend College near their Grandmother. They rented
a large house high up on a bluff overlooking the Pacific Ocean
with other girls.
They called up Andria and Roger, Jr. suggesting that they
come out to California for a visit. I told Andria, she was over 21
years of age, an adult, so, she could do whatever she pleased.
Andria had been out of school part of a year and working as a
cocktail waitress, kind of on her own but still living at home.

Roger Jr. with Grandma Cotton
Roger,Jr. on the other hand was only seventeen. He had
finished the 8th grade at Vanguard School. I had not had any
success in finding a high school where he could continue his special education. Therefore, I felt it might be only fair to let him
accompany his sister for a long overdo vacation.
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They flew out to Califorinia, moved into the house with the
Litman girls and from reports were having a great time. Encinitas
was a vegetarian town with health food markets and small family
restaurants. Andria soon had a job at one of the vegetarian food
stores. The kids called home and said they wanted to stay. Again,
I told Andria, she was on her own but because of Roger, Jr’s age,
they would have to get him back in school if he stayed.

Andria and Roger Jr. visit California
A short time later, they said Roger, Jr. was attending High
School in Los Angeles and receiving tutoring on a reading machine. Because of his dyslexia, he could not yet read.

Andria with Roger Jr. playing flute
His education had been audio and visual with the special
teachers at Vanguard. The California educational system was way
ahead of Florida and therefore Roger, Jr. made good progress.
During this first year, he learned to read at 12th grade level with
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full comprehension. The hortculture teacher gave him extra attention. Roger, Jr. always had a green thumb. He was great
around plants and gardens. Because of his age, now, he was
able to attend Costa Mesa Community College under a special
program to study horticulture. Following these school years, he
worked in construction for a while.
I need to back up and relate how he was able to attend high
school in California. Marilyn and I took a vacation out to California to visit with the kids. We stayed at a very nice resort at Rancho
Santa Fe. Andria, Roger, Jr. and I drove down to Mexico to Tijuana
for a day trip in a rental car one day. Marilyn did not go; she said
she needed the rest. While on this trip, I asked Andria how did
she get her brother into school. She summed it up this way.
They went to Legal Aid and soon had five lawyers working on
it. California rules required a legal guardian. One of the lawyers
went to visit the high school Principal. He asked, “what is the
biggest problem you are having with your students?” He said,
“keeping them in school.” The attorney said, “we have a young
man who is very anxious to go back to school but California rules
prevent him doing so.” The Principal thought for a minute and
said, “just have him start school and we will forget about the paper
work.” That’s how Roger, Jr., learned to read and finished his
education.
The house where Andria and Roger, Jr. were staying was a
very large one, high up on a bluff; several hundred feet drop to the
Pacific Ocean and the beach. There was a path twisting along the
bank you could go down, where people were sunbathing or surfing in the water. Encinitas was pretty much a vegetarian town. We
would take the kids out for meals, as Marilyn & I enjoyed this type
of cuisine too.
On the day, I took Andria & Roger, Jr. in our rental auto down
to Mexico for the one-day trip we did the usual tourist sightseeing.
I bought a couple of Mexican silver dimes for my collection. I got a
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Mexican sports shirt which when I got home, found out it was too
short for me. The Mexican men are all short, so, they make the
sizes short too. One of us bought a large ceramic donkey and a
Mexican sombrero. When it was time to leave to go back to the
States, we did not know it but we got all tangled up in traffic leaving the bullfights at 5 PM.
When we got to the border there were five lanes of traffic
going north. U.S. Customs asked where we were born; Boston for
me and Miami for the kids. Then they asked if we bought anything
in Mexico. “A donkey and a hat”, got us the wave through. Soon
we were back in the good old U.S.A. Another day, we drove to the
San Diego Zoo which is one of the best in the country. We all had
a great time seeing the animals.
Back home some time later, we received another call from
the kids. The same weekend...both Andria & Roger, Jr. had met
their future spouses. Gary Dickens was visiting friends on the
mainland. He lived in Hawaii and was a successful painter, an
artist just like Andria.
Janet Graves was staying in the same big house as was
Andria. Roger, Jr. had come down from Los Angeles where he
was working to spend the weekend with his sister. Janet had a
young son Bodie from a previous relationship of several years.
Roger and Janet made plans to move to Hawaii. He had a job
where he was tearing down a wooden house. The owner, let him
have all the windows and doors to ship to Hawaii. Roger, Jr. also
salvaged a large section of irrigation pipe. Dad helped him arrange for a container to move all his and Janet’s belongings including his 1954 rebuilt Chevrolet Truck, Janet’s VW van, the widows & doors and the pipe.
Roger Jr. and Janet along with her Son Bodie now moved to
Kauai, the Garden Island. Roger, Jr. married Janet in a Buddhist
ceremony with a Monk officiating.
The Great Years - Page 210

Roger Jr. and Janet married in Buddhist ceremony

Roger Jr., Janet, Tashina & Bodie - 1984
The next trip to visit Andria and Roger, Jr. again was a 21-day
vacation to the Hawaiian Islands, Oahu, Hawaii (the big Island),
Maui and a final week at Kauai. The Sales director through friends
arranged complimentary rooms for most of the vacation. He also
got us free air tickets (barter) with United Airlines. We started our
flight in Ft.Lauderdale but only had a fifteen-minute flight to Miami
for the first stop. From Miami, we flew to Los Angeles, where we
had a hotel room at the airport as a stop over. We had a long
delay, so we rented a car and drove around the city. The flight to
Honolulu was a long 6 hours and the plane was very large and full.
Fortunately, I had planned this trip well. We had a large suite
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booked at the Ala Moana Hotel, Honolulu, next to the largest shopping center in the world at that time. The next day, again to get
over jet lag, I had arranged a free tour trip all day around Oahu
with Grayline bus. It was a very interesting tour and a chance to
get use to Hawaii which is just like Miami, except with mountains.
The second day we had a short inter-Island flight to the Big
Island to visit Andria, Shanera and Gary. We had a complimentary suite at the Surf Hotel at Kona. Marilyn fell in love with Kona
coffee too. We would take the family out to vegetarian restaurants. I had a rental car for the week we were on the island of
Hawaii. One day, Gary drove the car and we all went around to
Hilo on the other side of the island. We stopped at a waterfall to
go swimming. That evening in Hilo, we had shrimp dinners in a
native Japanese restaurant. We were the only white people there
and the food was excellent and cheap too. After a week with
Andria, Gary and Shanera, our next stop was to fly to Maui to see
Roger, Jr. and meet Janet and Bodie.

Andria and Shanera visit Janet, Roger Jr., Bodie
They flew in from Kauai where they lived. We had two rooms
at the Maui Surf. I had a rental car, so, we drove around to a
pineapple plantation and checked out many of the large resort
hotels. We had drinks around the pool at the end of the day before going to a restaurant for dinner. The three days there went by
so fast. Next, we all flew back to Kauai. I had reserved a condo
at the Princeville Resort on the North shore and at the last minute
changed from one bedroom to two, so, Andria, Gary and Shanera
The Great Years - Page 212

could join us and have all the family together for the last week.
They flew in from Hawaii, the Big Island. Roger, Jr. with Janet
brought his sleeping bag and with Bodie on a couch, made the
living room their home too. I had a Ford rental station wagon, so,
we all could go out to vegetarian restaurants. One evening we
had a cookout. First, we visited a health food market to get things
for salads and large organic carrots. Then we stopped at a small
family bakery for hotdog rolls. The resort had a barbeque area
with places to cook and with tables and benches. Roger, Jr. cooked
hotdogs with carrots instead of meat. When you add mustard and
relish, you cannot tell the difference!
Janet’s mother, Mrs. Graves, invited the new family to visit
her at Sun Valley.

Bodie, Janet, Roger Jr., Tashi visit Boise
Soon the end of our vacation was near. Marilyn and I flew
back to Honolulu and stayed for the second time at the Ala Moana
Hotel. There was a mix-up on the reservation which they straightened out by giving us the Penthouse Suite. Marilyn took the bedroom with the Jacuzzi bath and she suggested I sleep in the other
bedroom. They sent up a large fruit basket. We had a nice dinner
at the hotel before turning in early. The last day, we did some
sightseeing and shopping in old Honolulu. We had a good flight to
Los Angeles and a room at the Airport Hilton waiting for us. We
planned this extra day to get past jet lag. I rented an auto and we
took a ride north of Los Angeles, stopping at Will Rogers’ Park.
Marilyn was not feeling too good, so, this was a nice rest stop.
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Back at the hotel, we checked out and went to the airport. Our
flight had been upgraded to First Class, champaign and slippers,
etc. We were very glad to be home in Florida again.

The New Tractor - Roger’s Truck
Roger, Jr. tried his hand at farming on Kauai. Andria with
baby Shanera visited them. Roger, Jr. has one of his goats in one
of the pictures. Roger Jr. leased some acreage, planting green
beans one year. The next year, he tried flowers but the bugs ruined the crop. All he had was a small hand tiller. It was very hard
work. Dad bought him a new tractor and he rebuilt a truck for his
landscaping business.

Roger, Jr. and Tractor - With Family
Roger, Sr. came through with a helping hand when he bought
the Japanese Tractor. This made a big difference as now, Roger,
Jr. could plow up fields for other people and make money. He
would clear vegetation and brush. Soon, he had a regular job
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working for a nursery.

Roger Jr. with Family - The House He Built
Janet and Roger, Jr. had two girls, Tashina Mariah and Nani
Darshana. The family is pictured at a picnic in Kauai, Hawaii.

Early Days in Hawaii - Roger’s Pineapples

The Girls followed by the Goats
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Our second visit to Hawaii was in 1985. Roger, Sr. had an all
expenses paid trip to Honolulu for a Labor Union Convention.
We stayed over a few extra days to visit with Andria and
Shanera who came over from the Big Island, while Roger Jr., Janet
and the two girls, who were very young at the time, came over
from Kauai. Gary, Andria’s husband, didn’t join them this time.

All together - Andria & Roger Jr. each with family
Marilyn and I had a deluxe Suite, so, Andria and Shanera
stayed with us. Roger, Jr., Janet and the two girls stayed at a
nearby hotel across the street but spent all their time with the rest
of the family. We would go up the street to the Hilton which had a
very nice but informal restaurant where the children were comfortable and the food was good.

Tashi (on right) 15 months July 1984 - A little older
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Bodie and Darshana’s first birthday
Roger, Jr. sent us pictures of Darshana’s first birthday party.
Bodie is in each picture with his sister. These birthday parties were
big events at the Lane house on Kauai. Grandma Marilyn Lane
always sent large boxes of presents.

Tashi 3yrs, Nani 9 months - 1985

Party another year - Tashi 5th & 6th Birthday
The Great Years - Page 217

Looks like they each had a new puppy
Roger, Jr. was a very dedicated father. He built two houses
for the family with very little help.

Darshana Nov. 1985 - Daddy with the girls next to him

Hula girl - Halloween - Xmas 1988
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Nani and two pictures of Tashi
We have many dozens of additional pictures of the girls growing up. Shown in the following are just a few.

Tashina

Tashina with sister Darshana
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The Girls growing up in Kauai
After the girls graduated from High School in Kauai, they
took different paths. Tashina joined her boy friend Kawika, almost
a full blooded Hawaiian and following in the Lane family tradition,
started working in the hotel business. Darshana enrolled in Kauai
Community College and was on the Deans list. She is following
her Grandmother Lois Graves’ example to become a teacher.

Darshana on Vacation in Sun Valley, Idaho
Janet’s mother, a retired school teacher lives in Sun Valley,
Idaho. The girls have enjoyed a number of vacation stays there.
Tashina started selling time-share vacations at a Kauai hotel
and she was very successful. The company she worked for, recognized her as their top producer, so, in 2005, she received a paid
vacation with Kawika to Las Vegas. His father lives in Las Vegas,
so after being together since graduation, they decided to have a
Las Vegas Wedding. Several of her girl friends were also on the
trip to Las Vegas, so they had a very nice group at the wedding.
The Great Years - Page 220

Tashina & Kawika - Graduation 2000

Tashina and Kawika, Las Vegas Wedding
Leaving her new husband to visit with his father, Tashina
caught a flight to Ft. Lauderdale while at the same time her sister
Darshana flew from Boise to Houston to Ft. Lauderdale, arriving
an hour before Tashina. I met the girls at the airport, seeing them
only the third time in their lives. They were so young the first
times; this was quite a family reunion. When we got to Hollywood,
Marilyn had some hot new vegetable soup she had just made that
day. Everyone talked for a few hours, until Roger, Sr. said it was
time to go to bed. They are such nice young ladies, we are so
proud of them.
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Tashina - Nani Darshana
The days went by fast, including a drive to Miami Beach to
see South Beach, followed by one towards Palm Beach. It happened that while they were visiting, Roger, Sr. had his Gold Coast
Coin Club annual Holiday Banquet at Georgios, a very nice Italian
Restaurant on Hollywood Beach.

Darshana, Roger, Sr. and Tashi with Marilyn
In the old days the restaurant was known as Joe Sonken’s
Gold Coast. Roger, Sr. remembers how the executives of the
Diplomat in 1959 would go there for lunch while the Diplomat Resort was under construction.
Well, the girls with Marilyn had a great time at the banquet.
Even to the extent, noticing after the party had ended, that there
were a few pieces of fancy cakes left on each table.
Marilyn said why don’t we take some home, so, the girls had
fun gathering an assortment of pastries to take home. Roger, Sr.
as usual presided and was decked out in his white jacket.
The Great Years - Page 222

The Grandparents with Tashina
Joe Sonken, reputed to be from the Chicago Mob, would come
around to the table, always with an interesting story.

Darshana - Tashina
The visit was all too short and soon the girls were flying back
to Sun Valley for the balance of their vacation with Grandmother
Graves. Before they left, Roger, Sr. had a Grandfather’s talk with
Tashi,
He reminded her that although she was the best time-share
sale person in the company, the time-share business had
sometmes had a bad reputation as a hard sell. He said, “why
don’t you try and get into the sales department of a resort hotel
on Kauai?”
He is again, so proud of Tashina and of these recent years in
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the regular hotel business where she is now the Sales Manager of
a very fine resort - Wyndham Bali Hai Village.

Bali Hai Village - Tashina - Sales Manager
Tashi and Kawika, eventualy had a little girl, our second Great
Grandaughter – Hina’ea Hi’iaka Auora Brown. They also adopted
their nephew, Kawika’s sister’s little boy, Keanu.

Hina’ea with Mom and Dad - With Aunt Nani

Baby Hina’ea - Hina’ea 4 months old with Keanu
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Hina’ea with pumpkin - Keanu
Tashina was very good about sending lots of pictures of
Hina’ea. This must have been her first Halloween.
Darshana moved to Santa Cruz, California, working her way
through college.

Tasina holding Hina’ea
It may be very confusing to keep all the girls’ names clear.
Tashina is quite often called by her nickname Tashi.
Her younger sister however has two names, used intermittently Nani, her first name and her popular name. But, often she
goes by her middle name Darshana, so, we call them both by
either of their names.
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